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PREFACE
This universe could be a virtual reality created by an advanced 
humanoid civilisation to entertain someone we call God. And, God 
might appear as an ordinary human in this world. Perhaps, the 
end times are going to be an epic surprise.

Is God a woman who married Jesus and Muhammad? And did She 
lay the foundation of the Jewish nation? Which women were God 
in disguise? And, do we merely exist to entertain God? I suppose 
you want to know that.

My research employs credible sources, but it is the work of just 
one person doing this research in his spare time. Even though 
its conclusions are plausible, this research may contain omissions 
and errors. I presume you can see through that.

April 2022 � August 2022,

Bart klein Ikink



ON THE ORIGIN 
OF RELIGIONS

Humans have become the dominant species because they 
collaborate �exibly in large numbers. Other social animals like 
monkeys and dolphins cooperate �exibly, but in small groups. 
Ants and bees cooperate in large numbers, but in �xed ways. 
Language makes large-scale �exible collaboration possible. Some 
animals use signs and calls, but we use far more words than 
any other species.[1] That allows us to make agreements and 
communicate them. But large-scale collaboration also requires 
shared imaginations.

We imagine laws, money, property, corporations and states. We 
believe there is a law, and the law works. The same is true 
for money and corporations. I can tell a dog about the bene�ts 
of using cash to pay a corporation to produce dog food, why 
there are regulations to guarantee the quality of the product and 
governments to implement these regulations, but a dog does not 
care. And, you cannot make dogs work together in a corporation 
to produce dog food by paying them money. Our imagination 
existed long before civilisations emerged. Archaeologists 
uncovered a 32,000 years old sculpture of a lion�s head upon a 
human body. These lion-men only existed in the imagination of 
humans.

And we imagine gods, just like laws, property, corporations, 
states, and lion-men. It helps us to cooperate. People of the same 
faith can go on a holy war together. Religion can also motivate 

people to do charitable work and provide for the poor. And 
religions promote social stability by justifying the social order 
and promising rewards in the afterlife for those who support it. 
The alternative could be endless class struggle or civil war. Indeed, 
our imagination makes us do things other species are incapable 
of doing. You cannot make a dog submit itself to you by telling 
that obedient hounds will go to heaven and enjoy everlasting 
bliss after they die while unruly canines will be fried forever in a 
tormenting �re.

Small bands of people cooperate because their members know 
each other and see what everyone contributes. In large groups, 
that becomes di�cult as people can cheat. That is where states, 
money, and religions come in. Th ey facilitate the collaboration 
between strangers. States do so by coercion, money by trade, and 
faith by inspiration. As there has always been a survival-of-the-
�ttest-like competition between societies, those who cooperated 
most e�ectively survived and subjugated others.

The evolution of religions has been a process in which ideas 
emerged and interacted. Early humans were hunter-gatherers 
who imagined that places, animals, and plants have awareness, 
feelings and emotions. Hunter-gatherers felt that they were 
more or less on an equal footing with the plants and animals 
surrounding them. 1 A crucial step in the development of religions 
was ancestor veneration.

The �rst humans lived in small bands based on family ties. Their 
ancestors bound them together. And so, people may have started 
to venerate the dead. It was a small step to imagine that the 
spirits of the dead are still with us and that our actions require 
the approval of our late ancestors. Ancestor veneration opened up 
the possibility to imagine a larger-scale relatedness in the form of 
tribes. A tribe is much larger than a band. It is also held together 
by the belief that its members share common ancestors. Tribes, 
however, are too large to identify their common ancestors, so they 
imagine them, and the stories about them are myths. Because 
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tribes are much larger, they can muster more men for war. That is 
why tribes replaced bands. It helps when people attribute magical 
powers to their ancestors and fear the consequences of angering 
them. In this way, ancestor vene ration may have turned into the 
worship of gods.

Hunter-gatherers can move on in the case of con�ict, but farmers 
invest heavily in their �elds and crops. Losing their land or 
harvest usually meant starvation. Wi th the arrival of agriculture, 
property and territorial defence became paramount. States defend 
their territory and can a�ord larger militaries. Kinship can be an 
obstacle as states enlist the people within their realm, regardless 
of their family ties. States thus needed a new source of authority, 
and the worship of gods may have replaced ancestor veneration. 
When humans started to subjugate plants and animals for their 
use, they needed to justify this new arrangement. And so, myths 
may have emerged in which the gods created this world and 
ordained that humans rule the plants and animals.

The religions we now have, originate in agricultural societies. The 
need to defend land and crops may explain why these religions 
are often patriarchal and restrict women in their freedoms. The 
men defended their property. They may be more willing to protect 
women and children they consider their own. Men can never be 
sure that they are the father of a child, so they may desire to 
control the sexuality of women. Men can also walk out when they 
doubt their fatherhood. That can give them a position of power.

Religions may have emerged out of ancestor worship so gods 
could be like mothers and fathers. People usually gave devotions 
to several ancestors. Each ancestor may have had a speci�c 
admirable quality. Consequently, early religions may have come 
with several gods and goddesses, each with a distinct role. That 
is called polytheism. Henotheist religions emerged later when 
people became emotionally attached to one particular deity. 
Henotheists believe that other gods exist but think their god is the 
best. And even polytheists can believe in a supreme deity who is 
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more powerful than all the others.

The next step is monotheism. Monotheists believe that only one 
God rules the universe. Monotheistic religions were successful 
because monotheists, most notably Christians and Muslims, 
have missionary zeal. Converting others is an act of mercy as 
unbelievers will end up in hell. The worship of other deities is 
an o�ence to monotheists. After all, it contradicts their belief, 
and not taking action against pagans could make God angry. 
Polytheists are less likely to feel o�ended when some people 
worship just one of the many deities. To monotheists, there is 
only one God. Those who had di�erent beliefs had to be converted, 
sometimes by force.

In the �rst centuries, Christianity replaced the worship of local 
deities. To facilitate the transi tion, the Church converted these 
deities into saints. In this way, the Christian religion incorporated 
local beliefs. Each saint had speci�c qualities, just like the previous 
deity. For instance, if you are on a voyage, you can pray to 
St. Christopher for protection because he is the patron of the 
travellers. Later on, Muslims and Protestants could build on this 
achievement and abolish these customs in favour of more pure 
monotheism.

Monotheism comes with a few logical di�culties. We hope that 
God cares for us and answers our prayers. But prayers often are not 
answered, and bad things are going on. So how can an almighty 
Creator allow this to happen? The obvious answer is that there is 
no god, or God does not care. That is not what we want to hear. 
And so people imagined Satan, God•s evil adversary, who makes 
all these bad things happen. 1 And we hope that the people we 
hate receive punishment if it is not now, then in the afterlife or a 
�nal reckoning on Judgement Day. Religions also provide for this 
sentiment.

Scientists discovered that our existence could be the result 
of accidents and evolution. Religions proliferated because they 
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promoted cooperation and contributed to the success of societies. 
But human imagination reigns supreme. We may soon have the 
technology to become gods ourselves and create virtual reality 
universes for our entertainment. But that may already have 
happened long ago, and we may be living in one of these universes 
ourselves. And so, this world could have an owner we can call God.
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THE CHINA EXCEPTION
History features one extraordinary case demonstrating that large-
scale human cooperation does not require religion, also not in 
ancient times. In China, faiths never developed beyond ancestor 
veneration and the worship of nature. Religion never played a 
dominant role in history like in many other parts of the world. Yet, 
China was the �rst nation in the world that developed a modern 
state already before 200 BC.

The Chinese state emerged during a �ve-century-long Warring 
States period. It was an unprecedented bloody era of survival 
of the �ttest in warfare and state-building not repeated until 
modern times. The requirements of war drove state development. 
The wars ended only after one state came out victorious and 
uni�ed China. The warring Chinese states collected taxes to enlist 
and supply large armies with up to 500,000 combatants.

The size of the Roman army at its peak came close to that number. 
After that, Napoleon was the �rst in Europe to amass such a 
large army after the French state had reorganised itself according 
to similar principles as the Chinese did. The Chinese had built 
a modern state on rational principles 2,000 years before Europe 
did and without religion. It shows that human history without a 
dominant role of religion is a realistic scenario.



1. If this universe is genuine, we cannot be sure it is. A 
simulation can be realistic and come with authentic laws 
of reality. 

2. This universe may have fake properties, but we cannot 
�nd that out because we do not know the properties of 
an authentic universe. 

3. Breaching the laws of reality is unrealistic in any case. If 
it happens, we may have evidence of this universe being 
virtual. 

THE VIRTUAL 
UNIVERSE

Religions claim that God or gods have created this world. 
The simulation hypothesis explains that we might live inside 
a computer simulation run by an advanced post-human 
civilisation. But can we know that this is indeed the case? The 
book The Virtual Universe: Evidence Demonstrating That an 
Advanced Post-Human Civilisation Has Created Us explores the 
evidence. A revised simulation argument may establish that we 
live inside a simulation. Using the information this universe gives 
us, we might even discover the purpose of our existence.

The argument works like so:

It follows from (1) and (2) that we cannot use the properties of this 
universe re�ected in the laws of reality to determine whether this 
universe is real or a simulation. Science may establish the laws of 
physics or the properties of this universe, but science cannot make 

sure whether they are real or fake. But if they are breached, that 
may be evidence of this universe being a simulation.

We may discover that we live inside a simulation if we notice 
that reality is not realistic, at least in some aspects. There is 
evidence that the laws of reality may be breached from time to 
time, for instance, paranormal events, premonitions, meaningful 
coincidences and memories of past lives. The quality of this 
evidence appears su�cient to establish that the scienti�c laws of 
reality do not always apply.

Post-humans could have similar motivations as we have because 
they evolved from humans. They might run simulations of 
human civilisations for research or entertainment. Research 
applications could be about running what-if scenarios. Possible 
entertainment applications are games or dream worlds in which 
imaginations come true. These simulations may not be realistic 
in some aspects as they re�ect the rules of a game or someone•s 
imagination.

Simulations of civilisations are complex, so guaranteeing a 
speci�c outcome, for instance, someone•s imagination coming 
true, requires control over everything that happens. That does 
not apply to games. Unpredictable developments make games 
more interesting. Looking at how we currently employ computing 
power, the number of simulations for entertainment likely vastly 
outstrip those run for research. If we live inside a simulation, we 
should expect its purpose to be entertainment.

If reality is unrealistic in some aspects, that suggests that our 
purpose is entertainment. A simulation run for research is more 
likely to be realistic. Evidence of predetermination indicates that 
the purpose of the simulation is to realise someone•s imagination 
as that requires control over everything that happens.

The owner or owners may use avatars and appear like ordinary 
human beings to us. If you are familiar with computer games, you 
know what an avatar is. Once you enter the game, you become 
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a character inside the game, your avatar, and suddenly you have 
a second virtual body apart from your regular body. Inside the 
game, you are your avatar, not yourself. Similarly, you might start 
your personal virtual world in which you make your dreams come 
true. In this world, you also become someone else with another 
virtual body.

If beings in the simulation can think for themselves, that raises 
ethical questions like whether they have rights that the creators 
should respect. Considering how humans treat each other, it is 
not a given that these rights would be respected even when our 
creators acknowledge them. In a realistic simulation, bad things 
happen to people all the time. In the case of control, the beings 
inside the simulation are not sentient. It means that we may not 
think and may not have a will of our own. Hence, we might have 
no intrinsic value to our creators.

Meaningful coincidences demonstrate that there may be a script, 
which implies that someone or something controls everything 
that happens in this universe. In other words, we may live inside a 
story with a preconceived ending. It suggests that the purpose of 
this simulation is realising someone�s imagination. That implies 
the possible existence of a post-human individual we may call 
God. Presumably, God can use avatars and appear an ordinary 
human to us. We do not know God, but perhaps it is possible to 
disclose some of God�s avatars.
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IMAGINED GODS 
VERSUS ONE 
TRUE FAITH

Throughout history, humans imagined thousands of gods. The 
Jewish deity Yahweh was one of them, just like Zeus, Venus, Thor, 
and many others. Archaeologists discovered that the worship of 
Yahweh was �rst much like other local deities in Canaan. And 
the evidence does not support much of the historical account in 
the Hebrew Bible. Atheists often use these arguments to refute 
existing religions.

There is an issue with this view. Somehow the worship of the 
Jewish deity in all of its forms survived and grew, so by now, 
nearly half the humans in this world believe that Yahweh, also 
known as The Father or Allah, is the only true God who rules our 
world. This universe could be a virtual reality running a script, so 
that may not be a historical accident, and this deity may be a veil 
behind which the owner of this universe is hiding.

Existing faiths cannot be correct. Not only do they con�ict with 
the evidence, but there can be only one correct explanation 
of our existence. Christianity comes with more than 45,000 
denominations, all claiming to be the one true faith. And there 
are two entirely di�erent religions, Judaism and Islam, with fewer 
branches but similar claims. And many of these religions declare 
that non-believers will go to hell, even when they never had an 
opportunity to learn about the one true faith. 



Judaism, Christianity, and Islam share an apocalyptic worldview 
featuring a �nal battle between the forces of good and the forces 
of evil and a day of reckoning. That makes little sense with 
today�s knowledge. Good and evil are not absolutes. Humans are 
social animals that live in groups. Morals help humans cooperate. 
Good actions bene�t the group, while evil actions harm the group. 
Depending on which group people belong to and estimates of 
bene�ts and harms, views on good and evil may vary.
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THE IDENTITY OF GOD
We could be living inside a virt ual reality run by a post-human 
civilisation to entertain a post-human individual we call God. God 
might be like us and play a role as an ordinary human in this 
world. If that is correct then existing religions tell us little about 
God. On the other hand, it may not be an accident that half the 
people in the world today worship the God of Abraham as the only 
true God who rules the universe. Hence, God may have interfered 
with Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. And it seems that Jesus 
knew God personally. He may have known God as a person.

According to the Bible, Jesus called God •Father• and had a personal 
and loving relationship with God. Hence, Christians believe that 
God is love. All four o�cial Gospels call Jesus the Bridegroom but 
do not identify the Bride. The Christian doctrine states that Jesus 
married the Church, but the Church did not exist when Jesus lived. 
And the Gospels do not mention that Jesus married the Church 
either. It has the hallmarks of a cover-up.

And so, the Bride of Christ may have been God in the person of 
Mary Magdalene. She may have made Jesus believe that he was 
Adam reincarnated and that She was Eve reincarnated, that Eve 
did not come from Adam's rib bu t that Eve gave birth to Adam, 
and that they were an eternal couple from the beginning of 
Creation until the End of Times. The Gospels show evidence of a 
sex change performed on God. For instance, Christians are born of 
God the 'Father' (John 1:13).

And so, Jesus was God's son because Adam was. Jesus probably 
knew he was married to God. The New Testament states that 



Adam is the Son of God (Luke 3:38) and that Jesus is the Firstborn 
of all Creation (Colossians 1:15). It could imply that Jesus was 
Adam and Adam was born. It also appears that Muhammad 
married God in the person of Khadijah bint Khuwaylid, but unlike 
Jesus, Muhammad did not know that.

Jesus and Muhammad are historical �gures. The accounts of their 
lives may not be accurate because they date from decades after 
they died, but there is little doubt that they have lived. The 
early history of the Jews in the Hebrew Bible is mostly mythical. 
Archaeological evidence does not support it. The Jewish nation 
emerged in the era of the judges. God may have founded the Jewish 
nation as Deborah. A song exalting Her exploits is probably the 
oldest fragment of the Hebrew Bible.

The evidence is circumstantial but signi�cant. One cannot expect 
otherwise if the Abrahamic deity is a veil behind which the owner 
of this universe has operated so far. The earliest Christians may 
have known that Jesus married God. Their relationship, and the 
Jewish context in which Christianity started, may have led to the 
complicated theology of Christianity.

On a lighter note, Christians may have performed a sex change on 
God. And it may all be part of God•s plan. Consider the song Gimme 
The Prize by Queen. The lyric indicates that the God of the coming 
kingdom could be Queen:

Here I am. I'm the master of your destiny,
I am the one, the only one. I am the God of kingdom come.

… Queen, Gimme The Prize

It is a queer joke, and to stress its queerness, Freddy Mercury is 
at the centre of it. That sets the stage for a politically incorrect 
inquiry into the identity of God.
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INTRODUCING CHIEF 
INSPECTOR JACQUES 

CLOUSEAU
In the autumn of 1989, I was a student. I left a dormitory because 
I did not �t in the group. Most notably, I could not get along with 
a particular Lady. I moved back to my parents• home to gather 
courage before trying out another dormitory. From then on, I 
aimed to live an insigni�cant life as even a failure like me should 
be able to do just that.

My life had gone o� the rails. There was not much to laugh for me 
in those days, except for a few episodes of Chief Inspector Jacques 
Clouseau aired on German television. My parents lived near the 
German border so I could watch them.

Clouseau was inept, but he always managed to solve the mystery. 
Guided by a few hunches and some vague clues that only made 
sense in his mind, he ignored the apparent explanations of the 
facts and uncovered the truth by accident. The German dubbing 
made him appear even more clumsy. 

How could a bumbling clown such as Clouseau be correct while 
the competent fail? The answer is that he is a �ctional character 
in a story. The plot is always that Clouseau is right in the end. The 
world we live in could be �ction, and we could be characters in a 
story, just like an episode of Chief Inspector Clouseau. And so, I 
may be right.



RELIGIOUS 
EXPERIENCES AND 

MIRACLES
The Jewish people still exist after 2,500 years, while they did not 
have a homeland for most of the time. That is a remarkable feat, 
most notably because the Jews are supposed to be God•s chosen 
people. It is also a bit of an enigma that Christianity replaced the 
existing religions in the Roman Empire. Somehow the message of 
personal salvation through Christ caught on. A pivotal moment 
was the conversion of Emperor Constantine to Christianity in 
312 AD. He made Christianity the favoured religion in the Roman 
Empire. A few centuries later, a small band of Arab warriors 
created an empire stretching from the Atlantic to India, spreading 
a new religion called Islam. Is it a realistic scenario that the 
illiterate camel-driver Muhammad became a crafty statesman 
after he had seen an angel representing the God of the Christians 
and the Jews? We only know this world, so we cannot answer 
that question. Jews, Christians, and Muslims worship the same 
deity. Our universe could be a simulation, and the fates of 
Judaism, Christianity and Islam could be implausible historical 
developments. In other words, God might be the best explanation. 
Only we do not know whether or not these developments are 
plausible.

When Islam arrived on the scene, there was widespread 
monotheism as Jews, Christians and Zoroastrians in the area 

believed in an all-powerful creator. Muhammad had met them 
on his travels, so he was familiar with these religions. Before 
that, Christianity had faced an uphill struggle. While the Roman 
state suppressed this religion, paga ns left their gods behind and 
accepted the Christian God as the only true God. And they did 
so in large numbers. That begs for an explanation, even though 
the conversion to Christianity was a gradual process that took 
centuries. The number of Christians increased at an average rate 
of 2-3% per year between 30 AD and 400 AD. Each Christian may 
have converted just one or two persons on average, but over time, 
exponential growth made Christianity grow from perhaps 100 
followers in 30 AD to 30 million in 400 AD. There appears nothing 
supernatural about this process until you realise that the most 
often cited reason for conversions were stories about miracles 
Christians did. [2]

An early miracle was Jesus appearing to a few of his followers 
after his cruci�xion. The New Testament tells of miracles the 
disciples allegedly performed. These stories may be inaccurate or 
exaggerated, but miracles are a consistent theme in Christianity 
until today. And so, there may be more to it than science can 
explain. On message boards, people tell stories about prayers 
heard and miraculous healings. Chance is not always a plausible 
explanation. And it seems unlikely that Christians consistently lie 
about these matters.

A recurring event is the appearance of the Virgin Mary. Many 
people have seen her. For instance, she appeared several times 
in Venezuela. In 1976, she showed herself to Maria Esperanza 
Medrano de Bianchini, who received exceptional powers. She 
could tell the future, levitate, and heal the sick. In Egypt, Mary 
appeared at a Coptic Church between 1983 and 1986. Muslims 
also have seen her there. There have been many more Virgin Mary 
appearances. The most notable one was in Portugal at Fatima 
on 13 October 1917. The sun spun wildly and tumbled down 
to earth before stopping and re turning to its normal position, 
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radiating in indescribable beautiful colours. More than 50,000 
people witnessed the miracle. They had gathered in response to a 
prophecy made by three shepherd children that the Virgin Mary 
would appear and perform miracles on that date.[3]

Jesus also appeared from time to time, but less frequently than 
the Virgin Mary. An intriguing account comes from Kenneth 
Logie, a preacher of the Pentecostal Holiness Church in Oakland, 
California, in the 1950s. In April 1954, Logie was preaching at 
an evening service. During his sermon, the church door opened, 
and Jesus came walking in, smiling to the left and the right. 
Then he walked through the pulpit and placed his hand on Logie�s 
shoulder. Jesus spoke to him in a foreign tongue. Fifty people have 
witnessed the event. Five years later, a woman gave testimony 
when she suddenly disappeared, and Jesus took her place. He wore 
sandals and a glistering white robe and had nail marks on his 
hands. His hands were dripping with oil. After several minutes, 
Jesus disappeared, and the woman reappeared. Two hundred 
people have seen it. It was on �lm as Logie had installed �lm 
equipment because strange things were going on.3
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BUILDING A NATION 
WITH RELIGION

The Israelites started as a tribe in Canaan, much like other tribes 
living there. For a long time, the area was under Egyptian control. 
That changed after 1150 BC. Egypt was beset by droughts, food 
shortages, civil unrest, corruption, and endless bickering in the 
court, causing it to retreat from Canaan. Agriculture was the basis 
of existence in the area, which required territorial defence, hence 
states. In the resulting power vacuum, several petty kingdoms 
emerged. Israel and Judah were among them. This situation lasted 
until new imperial powers emerged on the scene four centuries 
later.[4]

Yahweh was one of the gods and goddesses worshipped in Canaan. 
The people in the area were polytheists. At �rst, El was the 
supreme deity in the Canaanite belief system, and the goddess 
Asherah was his wife.[5] The new small states needed religion to 
justify their existence and may have adopted one of the local 
deities. The kings of Judah, and perhaps also Israel, promoted 
a national religion around Yahweh to solidify their authority. 
Other kingdoms in the region had adopted national deities too. 
For instance, Milcom was the deity of Ammon, while Moab had 
Chemosh to defeat its foes and supply the country with blessings 
(1 Kings 11:33).

Yahweh thus became the deity of the state religion in Judah and 
possibly Israel. Several parts of the Hebrew Bible originate from 
this era. People still worshipped other gods. The Hebrew Bible 



testi�es to tensions between those who held on to other deities 
alongside Yahweh and those insisting on worshipping Yahweh 
alone. As Yahweh had become the deity of the Israelites, El became 
a generic word for god, and Asherah became Yahweh’s wife. 
Records of Jews living in Egypt testify of this.

As time passed by, new empires arrived on the scene. Israel was 
overrun in 720 BC by the Assyrians. The Babylonians conquered 
Judah in 597 BC after taking over the Assyrian Empire. The 
Babylonians destroyed the country and deported many of its 
inhabitants while others �ed to Egypt. The Jewish communities 
in Egypt, Babylon, and Judah became dispersed. The authors of 
the Hebrew Bible responded to the situation by reconnecting 
them and showing that they share a common heritage. They 
belonged to a larger group, a nation or tribe, a family with 
common ancestors. The Hebrew Bible thus became a compilation 
of existing tales from these communities and the royal archives of 
Judah.[6]

After the Persians conquered the Babylonian Empire, Emperor 
Cyrus the Great allowed the Jews to return to Israel. He 
commissioned the rebuilding of the Jewish temple. Those still 
living in the area opposed this plan, and a political struggle 
unfolded. After seven decades, Ezra and Nehemiah �nally 
succeeded in rebuilding the temple. At the time, Jewish society 
was on the brink of being wiped out. Israel and Judah did exist 
no longer. The remaining Jews were mixing with the surrounding 
population. Jewish leaders had to �nd a way to keep their people 
together. The editors of the Hebrew Bible aimed to preserve Jewish 
identity around a common religion, history and cultural heritage.

Meanwhile, Judaism gradually became monotheist under the 
in�uence of Zoroastrianism. The prophet Zoroaster believed in a 
good creator and an opposing evil power. The Jews probably were 
henotheists at �rst. They believed in other gods but worshipped 
Yahweh. It is expressed, for example, in the commandment that 
�you shall have no other gods before me� rather than �you shall 
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believe there is only one God.� Most of the Hebrew Bible still 
has a henotheist perspective. Zoroastrianism was widespread in 
the Middle East. It shaped Judaism by bringing monotheism, 
messiahs, free will, heaven, hell, and Satan. Zoroastrianism not 
only a�ected Judaism. Some of the Greek philosophers around 400 
BC were also monotheists.

The Hebrew Bible emerged under the reign of �ve successive 
empires: the Assyrians, the Babylonians, the Persians, the 
Hellenistic Rulers, and the Roman Empire. Little evidence 
supports the historical account in the Hebrew Bible about the time 
before the kingdoms of Judah and Israel. There may have been 
a united kingdom under the reign of David and Solomon, but it 
could be a �ction invented to promote unity between people from 
Israel and Judah. The existence of a united kingdom made the 
inhabitants of Israel and Judah all descend from one great nation. 
If you go further back into time, the history of the Jews becomes 
murky. No written records exist from these times. The tales about 
Abraham, Isaac, and Moses may have been legends from di�erent 
communities merged into a single narrative to promote a single 
Jewish nation.6

The survival of the Jewish people has been hanging by a thread for 
a long time. After more than 2,500 years, the Jews are still around, 
so their nation-building project proved a successful long-term 
survival strategy. They even managed to reclaim their original 
homeland. It is also remarkable that Judaism stood at the cradle 
of Christianity and Islam. And so, the Jews have played a central 
role in world history. It is an impressive feat considering their 
numbers. And so, the Jews may be God’s chosen people after all.
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FROM JESUS TO 
CHRISTIANITY

Understanding Jesus of Nazareth and early Christianity requires 
knowing the time and place in which Jesus lived and the ideas 
of his era. Perhaps, that is not enough. According to the Gospels, 
Jesus believed he had eternal life and a bond with God from the 
beginning of creation until the end of times. That may be why 
Christians expect him to return. Remarkably, Muhammad and the 
Jewish prophets did not view themselves in this way.

Jesus started a religion that has 2.2 billion followers today. 
Another 1.8 billion Muslims expect his return. It is an enigma. 
Apart from a historical account, a plausible explanation for Jesus• 
beliefs may help us to understand him.

The earliest written sources of Christianity date from decades 
after Jesus died. Scholars think Christians �rst depended on oral 
traditions and used writings that no longer exist. Oral recounting 
is notoriously inaccurate, and there is evidence of redactions in 
the New Testament. And so, scholars agree on very little about 
Jesus of Nazareth, except that he has lived and preached around 26 
AD. So, who was Jesus and what did he believe?

Around 1760 AD, the German scholar Hermann Samuel Reimarus 
realised that there is a di�erence between what Jesus did and 
preached and what his followers came to believe about him. 
Reimarus began to investigate the historical Jesus or what Jesus 
thought and did. He claimed that Jesus lived in the context of 

�rst-century Judaism and that he was a typical Jewish apocalyptic 
prophet of his time. [7]

Reimarus was a Deist. Deists believe in a Creator and claim 
that religion requires a rational  foundation. Revelation does not 
come with evidence, so it can never be credible to everyone. For 
instance, if someone claims to have seen an angel who told him 
that he is a prophet, then without evidence, he may only convert a 
few people. People usually are not so easily convinced. And, Deists 
reason that God created the laws of nature, so God does not need 
the supernatural to achieve His goals.

Of the accounts of Jesus• life, much is doubtful. For instance, he 
probably was not born of a virgin. Only the Gospels of Matthew 
and Luke mention the virgin birth, but the accounts di�er. And 
scholars doubt that Jesus was raised from the dead. To Paul, the 
resurrection was a belief passed on to him. And he does not 
corroborate the Gospels on this matter. He lists the people who 
saw the resurrected Jesus (1 Corinthians 15:3-8) but does not 
mention any women, the empty tomb, or Joseph of Arimathea. If 
the accounts diverge so widely, it may be impossible to establish 
what happened.

When Jesus lived, the apocalypse was in the air. The apocalyptic 
worldview holds that the end is near, and God will send a messiah 
to punish the wicked and reward the faithful. Zoroastrianism 
appears to be the origin of these beliefs. This religion a�ected 
Judaism and the Greek and Persian worlds. This shaped Jesus• 
thoughts. The end times, the arrival of a messiah, and a �nal 
reckoning still de�ne Jewish, Christian, and Islamic thinking. 
Jesus probably believed that he was the long-awaited messiah and 
many people saw him as the future king of Israel (Mark 11:8-10, 
John 12:12-14). And Jesus may have seen himself in this way too.

Today, Christians believe that Jesus• kingdom is in heaven and 
that Jesus never aspired to become a worldly king (John 6:14-15). 
Meanwhile, the Gospels tell that the Romans cruci�ed him for 
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claiming to be king of the Jews (John 19:19). In the Jewish 
tradition, there is no such thing as a heavenly king uninterested 
in political power. Christianity developed after the cruci�xion, 
and the Gospels re�ect that. At �rst, Christians expected Jesus 
to return soon, but the destruction of the Jewish Temple in 70 
AD ended these hopes. And so, Christians came to see him as a 
heavenly ruler.

At the time of Jesus•s ministry, Jesus and his followers believed 
that the end was near, perhaps a few years away, but not more. 
And that was 2,000 years ago. Christian sects still proclaim the 
end of the world from time to time and even set dates. But Jesus 
did not know God•s plan. He said that only God knows the hour 
(Mark 13:32). Jesus thought that he was going to save the people of 
Israel. He did not care much about gentiles. Only tokens of strong 
faith made him consider their pleas. And Jesus may have had only 
a few dozen followers, or perhaps a few hundred. That may be why 
contemporary sources do not mention him. 

Jesus did not intend to abolish Jewish law (Matthew 5:17-18), 
but he preferred substance over adhering to procedure. He was 
critical of the Pharisees and their obsession with ritual. Jesus 
was remarkably respectful of women as Jewish culture in the 
�rst century AD was patriarchal. Jewish writers in Jesus• time, 
for instance, Philo, taught that women should never leave home 
except to go to the synagogue.

The Gospels of the New Testament more often mention women 
compared to other texts of the same era. Of all the founders of 
religions and religious sects, Jesus may have been the only one 
who did not discriminate against women. Jesus spoke to women 
in public (Luke 7:11-17), and he was compassionate for them 
and respected their dignity, even when they were sinners (Luke 
7:36-50, John 8:3-11). At this point, Jesus ignored traditional 
Jewish law. His views on marriage were even more unusual. But 
why?
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WHO WAS MARY 
MAGDALENE?

Who was Mary Magdalene? This question has been asked many 
times before. A Pope in the Middle Ages claimed She was a 
prostitute. This slur still lingers around after more than 1,000 
years. More recently, Mary Magdalene has become a cult �gure as 
there is a lot of mystery surrounding Her. She may have been the 
most important person in Jesus• life. According to the Gospels, She 
witnessed the cruci�xion from the foot of the cross after the male 
disciples have �ed. And She was the �rst to see the resurrected 
Jesus.

There has been speculation as to whether or not She was Jesus• 
wife. Jesus is referred to as the Bridegroom in every Gospel 
(Mark 2:19-20, Matthew 9:15, Luke 5:34, John 3:29). After the 
Cruci�xion, Mary Magdalene went out to wash and anoint Jesus• 
body (Mark 16:1). This was the duty of the family, most notably 
the wife. The o�cial position of th e Church is that Jesus was, and 
still is, married to the Church.

A few Gospels that are not recognised by the Church tell us more 
about Her. The Gospel of Philip names Her as Jesus• companion [8] 
and mentions that Jesus loved Her more than the other disciples 
and kissed Her often. [9]  The Gospel of Mary notes that Jesus loved 
Her more than the other women. [10]

The Gospel of John states that Jesus had an intimate and loving 
relationship with God. He seemed to have known God personally 

and believed that he had eternal life and already existed at the 
beginning of the world. A central theme in Christianity is that God 
is love. So, how could Jesus have known God? There is a possible 
answer to this question.

Jesus may have believed that Mary Magdalene was the 
reincarnation of Eve and that he was the reincarnation of Adam, 
and that Adam was the son of Eve, so that he was the Son of God 
because Adam was. Adam being the son of Eve makes more sense 
than the rib story. Mary Magdalene may have married Jesus after 
convincing him that he was Her eternal husband from Creation 
until the End of Times. It may explain why Jesus thought that he 
had eternal life and existed from the beginning.

The canonical Gospels tell us little about Mary Magdalene. 
According to Luke, She was one of the women who travelled with 
Jesus and supported him �nancially . We also learn that Jesus had 
cured these women of illness and demonic possession. Of Mary 
Magdalene, Luke writes that seven demons had troubled Her 
(Luke 8:1-3).

After the cruci�xion, Mary Magdalene suddenly rises to 
prominence. She was present at the cruci�xion, and She was 
the �rst to see the resurrected Jesus. She may have taken up a 
leadership role when Jesus was gone.

If Mary Magdalene was God, then the corruption in the Gospels 
must be signi�cant as there is nothing in them to suggest this. 
Biblical scholars indeed think that the Gospels are unreliable 
historical sources. But the corruption may already have begun 
with the tale about Eve and Adam. This story is not only a myth, 
but authors of the Hebrew Bible may also have altered it. So, could 
Eve have been a goddess and the mother of Adam?
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MOTHER 
GODDESS EVE

In archaeological excavations, female �gurines have turned up 
that could depict mother goddesses. The most famous one is the 
Venus of Willendorf from around 23,000 BC. In ancient cultures, 
mother goddesses represented fertility. Women give birth, and 
early humans may not have understood fatherhood and believed 
that women create life. The ability of women to produce o�spring 
could have been the essence of mother goddess worship. The 
virgin birth is the miracle of the mother goddess. One of the best-
known mother goddesses was Isis in ancient Egypt.

Women can be sure that their children are their own, but for 
men, this is di�erent. When the fathers of children are unknown, 
families are matrilineal, which means that family lines depend 
on motherhood. The worship of mother goddesses may have 
disappeared because men desired to control women and their 
sexuality. The transition from hunting-gathering to agriculture 
may have played a role in this development.

Hunter-gatherers were wanderers. They had fewer territorial 
con�icts than farmers because population density was low, and 
their disputes were less intense because hunter-gatherers had no 
property and could move on.1 That changed with the advent of 
agriculture. Farmers had to defend their property and family. 
Otherwise, they would starve and lose their o�spring. Men are 
willing to protect women and children they consider their own. 
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Men can also walk out when they doubt their fatherhood. That 
may have given them a position of power, so patriarchy emerged.

The Garden of Eden was in Mesopotamia. The biblical story 
probably was an ancient Mesopotamian myth that Jewish scribes 
tailored to their theological agenda. The Jews had been exiled 
to Babylon when their priests compiled their scriptures. In the 
original tale, Eve probably was Adam’s mother. That makes more 
sense than Eve coming from Adam’s rib. She is the Mother of 
All the Living (Genesis 3:20), and we are the woman’s o�spring 
(Genesis 3:15). Elsewhere in the Bible, a child is called the father’s 
o�spring, so this is noteworthy. Eve apparently gave birth without 
the intervention of a man, a virgin birth.

Eve is the mythical mother of humanity. Scienti�c 
evidence suggests everyone descends from one woman called 
Mitochondrial Eve. That may be part of the script. In other words, 
in the real world, all humans may not descend from one woman.

The purpose of the man was being a companion for the woman, 
please her and ful�l her desires. The reasoning is like so. The Bible 
tells that God created the woman as a mate for the man (Genesis 
2:18), so man probably was created as a companion for the 
women. Presumably, women can give birth without the need for 
a man as Eve gave birth as a virgin. The tale further mentions the 
woman’s desire for her husband (Genesis 3:16). Eve probably was 
the leading character in the original tale as she discussed eating 
the fruit with the serpent and made Adam eat from it (Genesis 
3:1-6).

A man left his father and mother and became united with his wife 
(Genesis 2:24). In patrilineal and patriarchal societies, women 
join their husband’s families. And so, Paradise might have been 
matrilineal or even matriarchal. The title Mother of all the Living 
refers to the mother goddess,[11] but nothing suggests that Eve was 
a goddess in the original tale, and she may have been a creation of 
the Mesopotamian gods.
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The Fall re�ects the transition from hunting and gathering to 
agriculture. The life of hunter-gatherers was more agreeable 
than the plight of farmers who came later on. The Agricultural 
Revolution was a curse for humanity.1 The Garden of Eden 
provided for everything. Eve and Adam were naked (Genesis 2:25) 
like hunter-gatherers in the jungle today. Adam was banished 
from the garden to work the ground and condemned to a life of 
toil (Genesis 3:17-19). Women had to obey their husbands from 
then on (Genesis 3:16).

Any explanation of the Fall is speculative, but the following 
plausibly elucidates the main elements. In ancient cultures, 
people worshipped snakes for their wisdom or knowledge. Hence, 
the serpent may have given counsel to Eve. The tree of knowledge 
relates to the sacred tree, which may explain why it was forbidden 
to eat from it. The prominent role of Eve may re�ect the part 
women played in shifting from gathering to planting crops that 
condemned men to a life of property and warfare.

Farmers have to protect their crops from thieves. Otherwise, 
they face starvation. Perhaps, Cain murdered Abel because Abel�s 
�ocks ate Cain�s crops, so he had only meagre o�erings for the 
gods, while Abel could please the gods by o�ering well-nourished 
animals. The �rst murder happened just after the Fall and was a 
con�ict between a cattle herder and a crop planter. Knowledge of 
agriculture and animal husbandry did not work out well. And so, 
Paradise was lost.

The Jewish deity Yahweh and the Arabian deity Allah were male, 
even though many people now think that God has no gender. 
Yahweh and Allah had a wife and children before monotheism 
took over. Allah was the supreme deity of Mecca, but the owner 
of the universe appropriated this title. Jews and Muslims do 
not see God as a Father as Christians do. Christianity explicitly 
attributes gender to God because God�s relationship with Jesus 
made it explicit. Christians are born of God and there is no 
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Father in the Hebrew Bible, but Eve is the Mother of All the 
Living. Early Christians may have believed that Eve was God, and 
that Mary Magdalene was Her reincarnation. As Jesus was Adam 
reincarnate, he was the Son of God and the Bridegroom.

The Quran mentions the creation of Adam extensively but says 
little about how Eve came into existence. The Quran does not 
claim that Eve came from Adam�s rib but that men and women 
are created from one soul (Quran 4:1, 7:189). It does not give 
any detail but Muslims believe that this soul is Adam. The Quran 
further claims that God created Jesus like Adam from dust (Quran 
3:59). The Quran corroborates the virgin birth story of Jesus 
(Quran 3:47, 66:12). It opens up the possibility that the Virgin Eve 
gave birth to Adam. The account of the Fall in the Quran di�ers 
from Genesis. In the Quran, there is no serpent, and Eve did not 
make Adam eat from the tree. The Quran blames both Eve and 
Adam for the Fall (Quran 7:19-23).

In another fragment, the Quran blames Adam. Adam listened 
to the voice of Satan. Then both ate from the tree (Quran 
20:117-121). It further tells that Adam and Eve repented, and 
God forgave them (Quran 20:122). The historical context of the 
original story, the curse of the Agricultural Revolution caused by 
women, is lost in the Quran. On the other hand, casting the blame 
on Adam may have been early Christian teaching.

The �rst Christians may have believed that Eve was God and the 
Mother of all the Living, that Mary Magdalene was Eve, and that 
Jesus was Adam. And Eve did not come from Adam’s rib but that 
Adam was born as Eve’s son so Adam, and, therefore, Jesus were 
the Son of God. Humanity descends from Eve so we are God�s 
children (John 1:13). Tribes exist by the idea that they share 
common ancestors. Usually, these ancestors are mythical people 
who lived long ago. The myth of Eve and Adam has the potential to 
turn all of humanity into a single tribe. And, God�s plan may work 
like so. Paul of Tarsus may have realised that this message was 
meant for humankind rather than Jews alone.

34 | GOD IS A WOMAN

VIRGIN MARY
The veneration of the Virgin Mary probably existed in early 
Christianity. In Christian theology, she is the New Eve. God 
announced that there would be enmity between the seed of the 
serpent and the seed of the woman (Genesis 3:15). Christians read 
this as a prophecy predicting the coming of Jesus as the seed of 
the woman could represent the virgin birth of Jesus. The church 
fathers may have invented the virgin birth story of Jesus to replace 
the birth of Adam from Eve. Later developments turned the Virgin 
Mary into a surrogate mother goddess.



The Church recognised the Virgin Mary as �Mother of God.� 
Christians made statues and icons of the Virgin with the child 
Jesus similar to those of the Egyptian mother goddess Isis with 
her child Horus. And so, the Mother Goddess Mary, eliminated 
from the Gospels, may have re-entered the Church via a back door. 
As Christians prayed to the Virgin, she became a proxy for God.

The Protestant Reformation aims at returning to the scriptural 
roots of Christianity. And so, Protestants do not venerate the 
Virgin Mary. For Protestants, the scriptures are the only source. 
In this way, they may have lost the essence of Christianity. The 
Mary-with-child imagery could refer to Jesus as the Son of God 
the Mother. The Virgin Mary appeared more often than Jesus, and 
she performed more miracles than the other saints. Many Roman 
Catholics pray to the Virgin Mary rather than God or Jesus.
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The Quran dedicates chapter 19 to her. Some Muslims indulge in 
arcane numerological explanations as to why the number 19 is 
special because the Quran refers to this number in the chapter 
named Hidden Secret. And so, the Quran may hold a hidden secret 
related to this number. Perhaps, the Virgin Mary plays a central 
role in the greater scheme.

The star and crescent became the symbol of Islam. This symbol 
has a long history predating Islam as it was associated with a 
Moon goddess. In the Bible, the M oon refers to the woman and the 
star to the child (Genesis 37:9). Hence, the Islamic symbol may 
represent the Madonna with the ch ild Jesus or the relationship 
between Khadijah bint Khuwaylid and Muhammad. She was 
�fteen years older, so She could have been his mother.

The St. Mary of Zion Church in Ethiopia is said to contain the Ark 
of the Covenant. Legend has it that the Ark came to Ethiopia with 
King Menelik after he visited his father, King Solomon. The Ark 
of the Covenant symbolises Mary of Zion. The Ark is supposed to 
be the residence of Yahweh, the God of Israel, but apparently, Her 
name is Mary. [12]
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THE LAST ADAM
Adam is called the Son of God (Luke 3:38), and Jesus is named the 
Firstborn of all Creation (Colossians 1:15). An obvious question to 
ask is, was Jesus Adam? The usual interpretation of Jesus being 
the Firstborn of All Creation is that Jesus already existed with 
God, even before Creation, and therefore, he was not Adam. The 
words Firstborn of All Creation su ggest that there may be more to 
it. Jesus could be Adam, and Adam may have been born. A fuller 
explanation requires an investigation into Jewish and Christian 
theology, which is the topic of a separate chapter.

Paul compared Jesus to Adam. In Romans, he writes, •Just as 
through the disobedience of the one man the many were made 
sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many 
will be made righteous.• (Romans 5:19) And in 1 Corinthians, he 
says, •As in Adam all die, so in Christ, all will be made alive.• 
Jesus became the redeemer for Adam•s transgressions. An obvious 
question is what could have motivated Jesus to sacri�ce himself 
for Adam•s mistakes? His actions are better understood if he 
believed himself to be Adam. That may be why Paul called Jesus 
the Last Adam (1 Corinthians 15:45).

Christianity teaches that Jesus existed before Creation, but that 
may not be what early Christians believed. The likeness of Jesus to 
Adam in Paul•s early letters may point to an earlier doctrine still 
prevalent around 55 AD, which could be that Jesus was Adam.

The Quran strengthens the idea that Jesus was Adam. Jesus 
was like Adam in the way he was created (Quran 3:59). More 

importantly, several Quran verses state that God ordered the 
angels to prostrate before Adam (Quran 2:34, 7:11, 15:28-29, 
17:61, 18:50, 20:116, 38:71-74). It is remarkable because angels 
are higher beings than humans. Satan refused because he did not 
want to bow for a creature made from dust. The Quran stresses 
it several times so that it could be signi�cant. As Christians 
believe that Jesus is the Lord who will command humankind, this 
suggests that Jesus was Adam. The Quran also claims that Jesus 
will return (Quran 43:61).
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SARAH, MOTHER 
OF THE JEWS

Weaving one tale into another

The Hebrew Bible has great tales about the Jewish patriarchs 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. And Moses led the Israelites out of 
Egypt to the Promised Land. Only, archaeological evidence does 
not support these stories. The historical narrative begins with the 
kingdoms of Israel and Judah. These kingdoms did exist. It does 
not mean that the Bible accurately describes what happened from 
then on, but many of the names and events mentioned are based 
on historical facts. It also does  not mean that the account in the 
Bible from before that time is entirely �ctional. There only is little 
or no evidence to substantiate it.

The kingdom of David is in the twilight zone between myth and 
history. David probably was king, perhaps of Judah alone, so there 
may be some truth to the account of his reign. Before that, there 
was tribal leadership. The Book of Judges is about this era. So can 
possible avatars of God appear in stories that never happened? 
Fiction inside �ction is possible, so why not? The story of Hans 
and Gretl never happened, but we can read it while we may be 
�ctional characters like Hans and Gretl ourselves. If you are God 
and write the main story, you can also write the tales inside it. 
And indeed, possible avatars of God do appear in the �ctional part 
of Hebrew Bible.

Hiding it behind human motivations

But how can that happen? There is an explanation that does not 
require God. Professor Jacob Wright argues that the Jews were too 
weak to hold on to territory. They had to survive as a minority 
in the lands of others. Military adventurism could have been 
fatal. The biblical authors, therefore, may have reinvented the 
hero. Rather than warriors, biblical heroes were often virtuous 
people [13]  and people who had weaknesses.

The biblical authors also refashioned the role of men and 
women. Men played a signi�cant role in family life. By depicting 
contributions women made to mili tary victory, they undermined 
the authority of men in war. In many cases, women achieved 
triumph on the battle�eld and decided the fate of men. 13

For instance, Jacob defrauded Esau of his birthright by deceiving 
his father, Isaac. Only, it was his mother, Rebecca, who planned 
it. Esther saved the Jewish people from a plot in the Persian 
court. The Hebrew Bible does not depict events indicating that 
Rebecca or Esther could be God. According to the Hebrew Bible, 
Jewish history begins with Sarah and Abraham. And there was 
something special about Sarah.

Sarah and Abraham

The Hebrew Bible tells us that Sarah became pregnant at the age of 
ninety. God wanted Her to become the mother of the Jews. There 
is no historical evidence that Sarah and Abraham have lived, but 
Sarah is the mythical mother of the Jews. You are born a Jew when 
your mother is one. And for that reason, the Jews are not primarily 
children of Abraham but children of Sarah in the way Christians 
are children of God.

Abraham was not a hero and feared for his life. So when the 
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Egyptians asked if Sarah was his wife, he said Sarah was his sister 
(Genesis 12:11-18). Egypt faced plagues after the Pharaoh made 
Sarah his wife (Genesis 12:17). Then Abraham did the same in 
Abimelech•s kingdom (Genesis 20:2), telling that Sarah was his 
sister. King Abimelech then received threats from God when he 
planned to marry Sarah (Genesis 20:3).

Abraham•s actions �t the supposed aim of the authors of the 
Hebrew Bible, which was to undermine male authority. God•s will 
coincided with the wishes of Sarah in important family matters. 
God summoned Hagar to return to her mistress Sarah (Genesis 
16:9). God told Abraham to send Hagar away when Sarah wanted 
this (Genesis 21:12). Sarah•s will thus was God•s will. And so Sarah 
might have been God.

Asenath and Joseph

Joseph was a handsome man. When he was Viceroy of Egypt, he 
married Asenath, the daughter of an Egyptian high priest. The 
Hebrew Bible tells us very little about Her, but there is a story 
about their marriage dating from the �rst century BC. Perhaps it 
is written to explain how Joseph came to marry a pagan priestess. 
According to this tale, Asenath was proud and despised men, but 
She became impressed by Joseph•s looks.

Joseph �rst did not want to marry Her because She bowed before 
idols and did not worship the God of the Jews. Asenath showed 
repentance, and an angel from heaven came to Her chamber to 
bless the marriage. When She told Joseph of the angel, he changed 
his mind and decided to marry Her. Asenath•s repentance and 
change of faith appear insincere and the result of Her desire to 
marry Joseph. Nevertheless, God approved the marriage.

The Quran dedicates an entire chapter of 111 verses to Joseph. 
It expands on his good looks as well as the desire women had 
for him. Hence, Joseph may have been important to God, so 
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his appearance was worth mentioning. The highly desired prize 
ended up in the arms of Asenath. She might have been God. It is 
highly unlikely that there is any truth to the story of Asenath and 
Joseph. It is �ction within �ction. 

Tzipora and Moses

Moses• wife, Tzipora, saved his life by circumcising her son 
and touching Moses• feet with the foreskin, saying he was her 
bridegroom of blood (Exodus 4:24-26). It is a scene that lacks 
detail and leaves open many questions. Tzipora saving Moses• life 
in this way �ts the agenda of the authors of the Hebrew Bible, 
which was to undermine male authority. If you picture the scene, 
a woman grabbing a man•s private parts and cutting a bit o� can 
be demeaning for men. It appears that Tzipora knew what God 
was about to do. Even though it most likely never happened, it is 
consistent with the idea that Tzipora was God.

Bathsheba and David

Bathsheba broke David and his kingdom. She was bathing on a 
rooftop near the royal palace, where he could see her naked. She 
may have planned to seduce him. David then ordered Bathsheba 
to come to his place. She became pregnant after sleeping with 
him. David then commanded Bathsheba•s husband Uriah to go 
home, hoping he would sleep with his wife so the scandal would 
go unnoticed. Uriah did not comply. David then asked his general 
to place Uriah on the frontline of the battle so that he would die. 
After Uriah died, David married Bathsheba.

Bathsheba turned out to be a fate changer. The prophet Natan 
foretold David that his act cursed his house. David•s eldest son 
Amnon was murdered by his half-brother Absalom after he had 
raped Absalom•s sister Tamar. Later Absalom was killed after 
he had declared himself king and raised a revolt against David. 
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That eliminated two potential heirs to the throne. In David•s old 
age, Bathsheba secured the succession to the throne of Her son 
Solomon. The marriage was a grave sin, but God nevertheless 
loved Bathsheba•s son Solomon who was to become king. And so, 
Bathsheba could have been God.

David probably is a historical �gure, so Bathsheba may also have 
lived. The story �ts the agenda of the authors of the Hebrew 
Bible. Israel•s greatest king, David, was not so great after all, and a 
woman determined his destiny. The name Bathsheba consists of 
two parts, Bath and Sheba. Bathsheba seduced David by bathing 
naked on a rooftop near the palace. The Queen of Sheba later 
visited Solomon. That is a bit odd. Hence, the Queen of Sheba may 
also have been God. And so, the pun may be intended, even though 
English is not the original language of the Hebrew Bible.

Deborah, the founder of the Jewish nation

If you read the Bible, you may accept the historical account it 
o�ers. Perhaps, you �nd it hard to believe, but you usually do not 
think of how the Hebrew Bible gradually emerged in a process that 
took over a thousand years. Historians are interested in that. The 
Jewish nation emerged after Egypt retreated from Canaan around 
1150 BC. It corresponds with the era of the judges in the Bible. 
Using this perspective, you may �nd that the Hebrew Bible began 
with just one story.

The oldest part of the Hebrew Bible probably is the Song of 
Deborah (Judges 5). It may date from the twelfth century BC. 
Around the same time, Egypt retreated from Canaan and left a 
power vacuum. The Hebrew Bible tells us that Deborah was a 
leader of Israel during this age. She took part in a battle (Judges 
4:8-9), but the wife of a clan leader, Jael, killed the commander 
of the opposing army (Judges 4: 17-22). The Bible tells us that 
Deborah was the fourth judge, but that may not be correct because 
the Song of Deborah probably is the oldest part of the Bible. And 
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it is plausible that tribespeople composed the song to celebrate 
victory and their heroine Deborah.

It is here where the history of the Jews as Yahweh•s people 
probably started. The remainder of the Book of Judges and the 
Hebrew Bible are from a later date. Deborah may well have been a 
historical �gure and the founder of the Jewish nation. She sent for 
Barak, the commander of the troops, and said to him, •The Lord, 
the God of Israel, commands you: •Go, take with you ten thousand 
men of Naphtali and Zebulun and lead them up to Mount Tabor. I 
will lead Sisera, the commander of Jabin•s army, with his chariots 
and his troops to the Kishon River and give him into your 
hands.•Ž (Judges 4:6-7) Deborah commanded Barak so Deborah 
could have been the God of Israel. 
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KHADIJAH, MOTHER 
OF THE BELIEVERS

Mother of the Believers is the title given to the wives of 
Muhammad, but it best suits his �rst wife, Khadijah bint 
Khuwaylid. According to Islamic sources, Khadijah was a wealthy 
widow and Muhammad•s employer. Muhammad was twenty-
�ve, and Khadijah was forty when She proposed to him. The 
marriage between Khadijah and Muhammad was both happy 
and monogamous. When he was on his journeys without Her, 
Muhammad never felt any desire for other women. They had six 
children, of which four daughters survived. Only after Khadijah 
had died did Muhammad marry other women.

According to Islamic accounts, Muhammad returned home to 
Khadijah in a state of terror after receiving his �rst revelation 
from the Archangel Gabriel. He told Her what had happened. 
She comforted him and supported him from then on. Khadijah•s 
moral support made Muhammad believe in his mission, and Her 
�nancial support was indispensable. Apart from a wife, Khadijah 
was like a mother to Muhammad, in the likeness of Eve and Adam. 
She was Muhammad•s boss in more than one way.

Unlike the Bride of Christ, the Bride of Muhammad is in the 
records and hard to ignore. One can imagine no plausible political 
or religious agenda for misrepresenting the facts in this way. 
Women were hardly ever boss over their husbands in seventh-
century Arabia.

Muslims claim that the Quran was revealed to Muhammad 
by God, with the Archangel Gabriel being the intermediary. 
Historical analysis suggests that much of the Quran comes from 
Zoroastrian, Jewish and Christian sources. Nevertheless, some 
parts probably are Muhammad•s revelations. The Quran itself 
provides no evidence for God being a woman but claims that God 
is the greatest schemer (Quran 3:54, 7:99, 8:30, 10:21, 13:42) and 
capable of deception (Quran 4:88, 5:41, 11:34, 14:4). The existence 
of di�erent religions and theological disputes are part of the plan, 
the Quran claims.

Muslims believe Jesus is the Messiah and will return in the end 
times. The Quran corroborates the virgin birth of Jesus. The virgin 
birth is the miracle of the mother goddess. The Quran consistently 
calls Jesus the Son of Mary (Quran 2:87, 4:171, 61:6), while 
Christians call him the Son of God. The repeating of the phrase 
Son of Mary suggests importance. It stresses that God is not Jesus• 
father, but it may also indicate that God•s name was Mary. Chapter 
74 of the Quran is named The Hidden Secret or The Cloaked One. 
The man wearing the robe is Muhammad. This chapter further 
mentions that 19 angels guard hell (Quran 74:30). The con�ating 
of cloak and hidden secret suggests a meaning of disguise.

In 1974, Rashad Khalifa claimed to have discovered a 
mathematical code hidden in the Quran based on the number 19. 
He used Chapter 74 to demonstrate the signi�cance of the number 
as it says: •We have made their [the angels] number only as a test 
for the disbelievers so that the People of the Book [Jews, Christians 
and Zoroastrians] will be certain, and the believers [Muslims] will 
increase in faith, and neither the People of the Book nor the 
believers will have any doubts, and so that those hypocrites with 
sickness in their hearts and the disbelievers will argue, •What does 
God mean by such a number?• In this way, God leaves whoever He 
wills to stray and guides whoever He wills. And none knows the 
forces of your Lord except He. And this description of Hell is only 
a reminder to humanity.• (Quran 74:31)
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€ The Quranic opening formula, Basmala, consists of 19 
letters. 

€ The �rst word of the Basmala, Ism (name) without 
contraction, occurs 19 times in the Quran. 

€ The second word of the Basmala, Allah (God), occurs 
2698 times (19×142). 

€ The third word of the Basmala, Rahman (Gracious), 
occurs 57 times (19×3). 

€ The fourth word of the Basmala, Rahim (Merciful), 
occurs 114 times (19×6). 

€ The multiplication factors of the words of the Basmala 
(1+142+3+6) give 152 (19×8). 

€ The Quran consists of 114 chapters (19×6). 
€ The total number of verses in the Quran, including all 

unnumbered Basmalas, is 6346 (19×334). The cross sum 
of 6346 is 19. 

€ The Basmala appears 114 times (19×6). It is absent in 
chapter 9 but appears twice in chapter 27.  

€ From the missing Basmala in chapter 9 to the additional 
Basmala in chapter 27, there are 19 chapters. 

€ The occurrence of the additional Basmala is in chapter 
27, verse 30. Adding this chapter number and the verse 
number gives 57 (19×3). 

The verse implies that the number 19 has signi�cance beyond the 
number of angels guarding hell. It gave rise to a numerological 
cult within Islam, based on Khalifa•s claim that the number 
19 comes with mathematical properties with regard to various 
counts of verses, words, letters, and names of God in the Quran, 
such as:

Khalifa did some manipulations on  the data to make them �t 
his theory. For instance, he claimed that two verses in the Quran 
(chapter 9, verses 128 and 129) were added later and are not 
part of the original message from God to Muhammad. When 
the Quran was written down after decades of oral reciting, only 
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one witness could corroborate the validity of these verses. Thus, 
Khalifa claimed that the Quran has only 6346 verses instead 
of the traditional count of 6348. Including those two verses, 
the Quran has 2699 occurrences of the word •Allah• and 115 
occurrences of the word •Rahim•, neither of which are multiples 
of 19. Because decades of oral reciting preceded the codi�cation 
of the Quran, more verses are doubtful. And the codi�ers of the 
Quran apparently believed that these verses were genuine as they 
included them. Hence, claiming that verses 128 and 129 from 
chapter 9 are not genuine, seems arbitrary.

Numbers usually are meaningless, but the number 19 appears in 
a chapter named Hidden Secret. Hence, the number 19 may have 
signi�cance and refer to a hidden secret that proves that the 
Quran comes from God. And so, the rise of the cult may not be 
an accident. But what could the hidden secret be? Chapter 19 is 
named Mary, and it is about the Virgin Mary. The hidden secret 
may be that God•s name was Mary, something only God could 
know. The cloak may refer to God appearing to be a man while 
being a woman or the Virgin Mary being the cloak hiding the 
identity of God.
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BORN OF GOD
The Gospel of John is remarkably di�erent from the other gospels. 
It states that Christians are born of God (John 1:12-13). The �rst 
letter of John contains similar statements (1 John 2:29, 3:9, 4:7, 
5:1, 5:4, 5:18). Men cannot give birth so that God could be a 
Mother. Christians may have given God a sex change. It raises an 
obvious question. If the early church leaders went to great lengths 
to remove all the evidence of God being a Mother, then how 
could they have overlooked the phrase born of God? The answer 
probably is that they did not.

The Gospels are written in Greek, and Greek culture dominated 
the ancient Eastern Mediterranean. And so, Greek thought 
a�ected how the early church fathers modelled their religion. In 
Greek mythology, Athena, the goddess of wisdom, was born from 
the head of the male god Zeus. Hence, Jesus is referred to as 
•godhead• in some of the letters of the church fathers (Acts 17:29, 
Romans 1:20, Colossians 2:9). In modern translations, this is lost. 
Also, according to the church fathers, Jesus is the head of the 
Church (Ephesians 1:22), and the Church is Jesus• body (Colossians 
1:24).

When the church fathers gave God a sex change, they may initially 
have used the Zeus and Athena analogy so that Jesus was born 
of the Father. The head of their construct was Jesus, while the 
body was the Father. That probably seemed inappropriate, so the 
Church became Jesus• body instead. The Church may have become 
a substitute for God. The replacement may then have been applied 
to Jesus• marriage. That may be why the church fathers claimed 

that Jesus was the Bridegroom of the Church.

More evidence that God is a Mother can be found in the Odes 
Of Solomon. Ode 19 (here is that number again) comes with the 
following lines:

A cup of milk was o�ered to me: and I drank it in 
the sweetness of the delight of the Lord.

The Son is the cup, and He who was milked is the Father.
And the Holy Spirit milked Him: be cause His breasts were full, and it 
was necessary for Him that His milk should be su�ciently released.

And the Holy Spirit opened His bosom and mingled the 
milk from the two breasts of the Father, and gave the 

mixture to the world without their knowledge. [14]

It is an old Christian text that was already circulating by 100 
AD. Hence, it probably is older. No other ancient Christian text 
explicitly mentions gender-related attributes of God. Here God is 
depicted as having female physical characteristics despite being 
called Father. It appears that God is a Mother and that early 
Christians have given God a sex change.
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GOD IS LOVE
Christians believe that God is love. There may be something about 
this love that the church fathers found to be so troubling that 
they did not want us to know about it. If you know what it could 
be, Christianity suddenly makes more sense, and you may be able 
to guess what the future religion will look like. Love is such a 
central theme in Christianity that this religion came to be known 
as the Religion of Love. According to the Gospel, Jesus said we 
should love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 
12:30-31).

Paul is the author of the First Epistle to the Corinthians. It 
probably was written around 54 AD. There is little doubt that Paul 
wrote most of this letter himself. This letter is one of the earliest 
written sources of Christianity. It contains a remarkable poem (1 
Corinthians 13):

If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have 
love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.

If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries 
and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move 

mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.
If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship 

that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, 
it does not boast, it is not proud.

It does not dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is 
not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.

Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.

It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they 
will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; 

where there is knowledge, it will pass away.
For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when 

completeness comes, what is in part disappears.
When I was a child, I talked  like a child, I thought 

like a child, I reasoned like a child.
When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me.

For now we see only a re�ection as in a mirror; 
then we shall see face to face.

Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.

And now these three remain: faith, hope and 
love. But the greatest of these is love.

According to Paul, love is more important than faith and good 
works. But why? Christians believe the answer is that God so 
loved the world so much that He gave his one and only son so 
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life (John 3:16). Jesus may have died on the cross but Christians 
believe he still lives. The author of the Gospel of John, who 
probably was not the Apostle John according to several scholars, 
may also have written the First Epistle of John, but scholars do not 
agree on that either. In this epistle the author shares his views on 
the love of God (1 John 4:7-10):

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. 
Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever 
does not love does not know God, because God is love. This is how God 
showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world 
that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but 
that he loved us and sent his son as an atoning sacri�ce for our sins.

You might wonder why people believe this? The idea that God 
loves us, and the proof being that God sent His one and only son 
into the world to die as a sacri�ce for our sins, does not make 
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sense. Christians claim that Adam sinned and that we are all 
cursed for that, but then came Jesus, who allowed himself to be 
cruci�ed to save us. Humans have a religious nature, so we easily 
believe things that do not make sense.

Jews and Muslims do not believe that God has a son. They also do 
not think that Adam•s transgression justi�es this sacri�ce. When 
God ordered Abraham to o�er his son, and Abraham was about 
to comply, God called it o�. So what happened? There may be 
something about the relationship between God and Jesus that is 
not in the scriptures. The odds are that it has something to do 
with love because that is what Christianity is about. Ephesians 
gives a possible clue: •Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ 
loved the church and gave himself up for her• (Ephesians 5:25).

Christians believe that Jesus was married to the Church. Only, the 
Church did not exist when Jesus lived. It is inconsistent in time, so 
a historian would call it an anachronism. It points at inaccurate 
recounting or fraud. Fraud seems more likely in this case. If it were 
true, the Bride would still be in the Gospels. The verse suggests 
that it was love like in a marriage. And it asks husbands to love 
their wives just like Christ loved the Church and gave himself up 
for her. That is as close as it gets. Jesus was married, and he gave 
himself up for his Bride. And men should do the same for their 
wives. It agrees with the idea that Adam was created to please his 
wife Eve.

It sheds some light on Jesus• views on marriage. Jesus said that 
marriage is a bond forged by God. He said, •Haven•t you read that 
at the beginning the Creator ma de them male and female, and 
said: •For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and 
be united to his wife, and the two will become one �esh• So they 
are no longer two, but one �esh. Therefore what God has joined 
together, let no one separate.Ž (Matthew 19:4-6)

Here, he departed from Moses• law: •Because of your hard hearts, 
Moses allowed you to divorce your wives. It was not like that 
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from the beginning.• (Matthew 19:11) That is remarkable because 
Jesus also said that he was not going to abolish Moses• law. Jesus• 
followers argued that it would be hard for men to love their wives 
in this way. Jesus then replied: •Not all men are able to do this, but 
only those to whom it has been given.• Jesus appeared to have had 
a high standard on marriage that men cannot adhere to. It would 
be better to live in celibacy than not to meet this standard, Jesus 
added.

Surviving records of Jesus• words and teachings suggest that Jesus 
believed women to be equal to men. The equality of the sexes 
is at odds with the patriarchal society Jesus lived in. Paul also 
saw women as equal partners in the Christian movement. The 
Didache, an early Christian text dating from the �rst century, 
implies equality of the sexes.

At some point, patriarchy re-established itself. Scholarly analysis 
of the letters of the early church fathers supports this assumption. 
For instance, biblical scholars think that 1 Corinthians 11:2-16 is 
a later addition. [15]  It claims that the man is the head of the family. 
The same applies to 1 Corinthians 14:34…35. It orders women to 
be silent in the churches. A reason for suspecting that the latter 
passage is an addition is that several manuscripts have it at the 
end of the chapter instead of its usual location. Textual critics see 
this as a sign that a note has been  copied into the body of the text 
by a scribe. [16]

The First Epistle to Timothy argues not to permit a woman to 
teach or assume authority over a man and that women must be 
quiet (1 Timothy 2:12). Paul most likely never wrote this letter, 
even though the letter claims he is the author. It probably is 
written after Paul•s death by an unknown author. This passage 
suggests that women spoke in public and had authority over men. 
Otherwise, the author would not have written it. The nature of 
these frauds indicates equality of the sexes in early Christianity 
and that male dominance established itself after several decades.
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A woman may want to see a man sacri�ce himself for her love. 
God did not seem to care for Jesus, so why should God care about 
you? That is a troubling tiding, but history proves it, so you 
should not be surprised. So, if another man �nds himself in the 
same position as Jesus once was, he might not be enticed by the 
proposition at �rst until he realises that he has no choice. It is easy 
to fall in love with someone who has taken you hostage and has 
control over you. That is a natural reaction known as Stockholm 
Syndrome. And how can he resist the Lady who controls his mind 
and has created him to love Her? In a fairy tale, a princess kisses a 
toad and turns him into a prince, and together they will rule the 
kingdom. That may be what he secretly hopes for, even though he 
does not care about ruling the kingdom. And so, love may conquer 
all in the end times.
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THE RELIGION 
PAUL INVENTED

Paul•s reasoning

Paul of Tarsus invented Christianity. Paul was a Pharisee who 
devoutly observed the Jewish religious laws. Christianity began 
as one of the small Jewish sects founded by an end-time prophet 
who claimed to be the messiah. Many Jews awaited a messiah, 
but they expected a strong leader who was to liberate the Jewish 
nation from Roman occupation. Jesus did not live up to their 
hopes and was cruci�ed. Paul was at �rst a fervent persecutor of 
the followers of Jesus, but then he received a vision. According to 
his own words, Jesus appeared to him. It was a turning point in his 
life and an event that shaped the future of humankind. In his book 
The Triumph of Christianity, Bart Ehrman tries to reconstruct 
Paul•s reasoning, which is the foundation of Christian thinking.

His vision proved to Paul that Jesus was still alive as his followers 
claimed. Jesus had died by cruci�xion, so he was resurrected, Paul 
reasoned. And therefore, he must be the long-awaited messiah. 
Following this rationale, Paul ran into theological problems. Jesus 
had been executed after being humiliated in public. So, why did 
Jesus have to die? Then Paul came up with an answer. In many 
religions, including Judaism, people sacri�ce animals to please the 
gods. These animals do not die for their own transgressions but to 
cover for the sins of others. 2 And so, Jesus became the sacri�cial 
Lamb of God.



Paul did not invent that Jesus died for our sins. Christians believed 
that already when Paul joined the Christian movement. In the �rst 
epistle to the Corinthians, Paul writes, 'For what I received I passed 
on to you as of �rst importance: that Christ died for our sins 
according to the scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised 
on the third day according to the scriptures, and that he appeared 
to Simon Peter and then to the twelve apostles.' (1 Corinthians 
15:3-5) These were the things passed on to him, possibly as a 
creed. 3 As Paul joined the Christian movement very early on, only 
a few years remain between the cruci�xion and the establishment 
of this belief, so this may be as close as we can get to early post-
resurrection Christianity with the help of the scriptures.

And it must have been God•s plan all along to save Her  His people 
in this way, Paul reasoned further, so observing Jewish religious 
laws is not critical for your salvation, nor do you have to be a Jew. 
That Jewish religious law is irrelevant is a revolutionary thought 
for a Pharisee. Prophecies in the Hebrew Bible foretell that all 
peoples in the world will accept the God of the Jews. To Paul, 
Jesus was the ful�llment of these prophecies. Rejecting all false 
gods and having faith in Jesus should be enough. Paul believed 
himself to be God•s missionary to spread the good news as this was 
also prophesied. 2 Paul was a Jewish scholar who knew the Jewish 
scriptures, while most other Apostles lacked such education. And 
so, he could shape the theology of the early Church.

Spreading the good news

Paul dedicated his life to spreading the good news that faith in 
Jesus can save everyone. During his many travels, he founded 
Christian communities. His mission was not easy. His message 
caused upheaval, and the Jews often expelled him from their 
synagogues. But he was determined, and he worked hard. Paul•s 
universal gospel of personal salvation through faith in Jesus Christ 
that is open to everyone seemed to have caught on. But the stories 
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about the miracles Christians performed were probably a far more 
important reason for people to convert to Christianity. 2

One example was the healing of a lame man when Paul and 
Barnabas visited Lystra. After Paul had healed the man, the 
Lycaonians concluded that the gods must have come down to 
them in human form. The priest of Zeus brought bulls and 
wreaths to the city gates because he and the crowd wanted to o�er 
sacri�ces to them. Paul and Barnabas explained that they were 
only human and brought the good news that the God of the Jews, 
who made the heavens and the earth and the sea and everything 
in them, had suddenly decided that all nations should no longer 
go their own way. And the proof is that the Jewish God has shown 
kindness by giving us rain from heaven and crops in their seasons 
and �lling our hearts with joy (Acts 14:8-18). That argument is 
unconvincing, so it must have been the miracle of the healing that 
made people believe it.

Paul•s message generated upheaval in the city of Ephesus. 
Demetrius, who made silver shrines of the goddess Artemis and 
brought in a lot of business for the local craftsmen, realised 
the consequences of Paul•s good tidings. He called the craftsmen 
together and the workers in related trades and said, •You know, 
my friends, that we receive a good income from this business. And 
you see and hear how this fellow Paul has convinced and led astray 
large numbers of people here in Ephesus and in practically the 
whole province of Asia. He says that gods made by human hands 
are no gods at all. There is danger not only that our trade will 
lose its good name, but also that the temple of the great goddess 
Artemis will be discredited, and that the goddess herself will be 
robbed of her divine majesty.• When they heard this, they were 
furious and began shouting: •Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!• 
Soon the whole city was in an uproar (Acts 19:23-29). The people 
seized Gaius and Aristarchus, Paul•s travelling companions from 
Macedonia, and brought them to an assembly in a theatre.

A city clerk managed to quiet the crowd in the theatre. He said, 
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•Fellow Ephesians, doesn•t the world know that the city of Ephesus 
is the guardian of the temple of Artemis and of her image which 
fell from heaven? Since these facts are undeniable, you ought to 
calm down and not do anything rash. You have brought these men 
here though they have neither robbed temples nor blasphemed 
our goddess. If Demetrius and his fellow craftsmen have a 
grievance against anybody, the courts are open, and there are 
proconsuls. They can press charges. If there is anything further 
you want to bring up, it must be settled in a legal assembly. As it 
is, we are in danger of being charged with rioting because of what 
happened today. In that case, we would not be able to account 
for this commotion since there is no reason for it.• After he had 
said this, he dismissed the assembly (Acts 19:35-41). More of such 
upheavals and riots were to come in the following centuries.

Contending versions of Christianity

During the �rst centuries, there were several contending versions 
of Christianity. It points at contentious issues suggesting that 
early Christian beliefs di�er from Christianity today. The most 
well-known are the Nazarenes, the Marcionists, the Ebionites, 
and the Arians. The Nazarenes continued to observe the Jewish 
religious laws. Jesus probably did not intend to abolish them. The 
Marcionists preached that the benevolent God of the Gospel who 
sent Jesus Christ into the world as the saviour is the true Supreme 
Being opposed to the evil crea tor God of the Old Testament. 
Indeed, the owner of the universe may not be the deity the Jews 
imagined. The Ebionites did not believe that Jesus was divine, nor 
did they think that he was born from a virgin. That probably is 
true. And Arians claimed that Jesus Christ, even though he was 
the Son of God, did not exist before Creation.

For centuries, Christianity was in a state of �ux. That began to 
change once Constantine made Christianity the state religion of 
the Roman Empire. He oversaw the First Council of Nicaea in 
325 AD, the �rst e�ort to attain consensus about the Christian 
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doctrine. Constantine had invited all the bishops in the Roman 
Empire. More e�orts to establish an o�cial dogma and a canon 
of scriptures followed. The Roman state promoted the o�cial 
teachings so that the other strains of Christianity faded into 
obscurity.

The four Gospels of the New Testament probably were written 
between 70 and 95 AD, more than forty years after Jesus 
preached. The Apostles Mark, Luke, Matthew, and John most likely 
never wrote them. Scholars believe Mark, Luke, and Matthew are 
collections of circulating stories. And storytelling is inaccurate if 
there are no writings. Many of the letters in the New Testament 
have unknown authors, even though the letters claim otherwise. 
And we do not have the original texts of the New Testament. 
There are only copies made centuries later. Scholars have used 
these copies to reconstruct the or iginal texts as much as possible.

Eliminating Paul•s perspective

Paul became a follower of Jesus early on. He came to know Jesus• 
disciples, who were �rst-hand witnesses of the events that had 
taken place. Paul probably would not have dared to deviate too 
much from what he believed was the truth. He had been a devout 
Pharisee and was a knowledgable scholar of the Jewish scriptures, 
so it is not far-fetched to presume that Paul intended to bring his 
own epiphany and the beliefs of Jesus• followers in line with the 
Jewish religion and scriptures.

Paul may have had help, but it is fair to say that he invented 
Christianity. He may have obfuscated what he thought to be the 
most troubling elements of the new religion so that we may 
�nd only traces of them in the writings of the church fathers 
and the Gospels. Only his perspective may stand between us 
and the original teachings of Christianity. And removing his 
interpretation may bring us closer to the truth.
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HOW JESUS 
BECAME GOD

Religion in the time of Jesus

Before he was born, a visitor from heaven told his mother that her 
son would be divine. Unusual signs in the heavens accompanied 
his birth. As an adult, he left his home to become a travelling 
preacher. He told everyone not to be concerned about their earthly 
lives and material goods but instead to live for the spiritual and 
eternal. He gathered several followers who believed he was the 
Son of God. He did miracles, healed the sick, cast out demons, 
and raised the dead. He aroused opposition among the ruling 
authorities, and they put him on trial. After he departed from 
this world, he appeared to some of his followers, who later wrote 
books about him. This story is not about Jesus of Nazareth but 
Apollonius of Tyana, Bart Ehrman tells us in his book How Jesus 
Became God.3 The parallels are striking.

In ancient times, critics used the similarities between the tales 
about Jesus and Apollonius to question and mock Christianity. In 
the ancient world, there was no chasm between the divine and the 
earthly realm. The miracles attributed to Jesus are not exceptional 
either. There were other men of which people said that they did 
similar deeds. Legends about people spring up easily. You only 
have to observe what happens on the Internet and social media. 
People believe and spread ostentatiously false claims. Finding 
out the facts later can be an arduous task. And success is not 

guaranteed. It has been the work of biblical scholars for centuries.

Miraculous and virgin births occur in other religions too. 
Claiming to be a Son of God was not unusual either. Julius Caesar 
pretended to be a descendant of the goddess Venus. Of Alexander 
the Great, it was said that his father was the Greek supreme god 
Zeus. Kings in the ancient world often claimed to be descendants 
of the gods. That gave them legitimacy for who dares to go against 
the will of the gods? Jewish kings were also called Sons of God. So, 
if Jesus called himself Son of God, this could mean the king of the 
Jews. And it probably was seen that way by the Jewish and Roman 
authorities.

Intentional obscurity

About Jesus, much remains unclear. The Gospels date from 
decades after Jesus• death and scholars believe they are based on 
stories that are passed on orally. Oral storytelling is notoriously 
inaccurate but scholars believe that the Gospels at least partially 
describe what Jesus actually said and did. Much is plausible 
given the time and place in which he lived. The Gospels also 
tell us things that Christians would not have made up because 
it contradicts their teachings. 3 And, the Gospels are copied from 
earlier sources that are now lost. The time gap between the events 
and these sources is smaller, so fewer errors may have crept in 
than most scholars nowadays assume.

Paul knew several �rst-hand witnesses so he had insider 
knowledge. He could have written about what transpired but he 
did not. He may have had good reasons. It may have taken Paul 
nearly two decades to come to terms with what he found out 
about the relationship between God and Jesus. His �rst surviving 
letters date from �fteen years after he joined the Christian 
movement.

The �rst three Gospels are remarkably similar and do not say 
much about the relationship between God and Jesus either. 
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Scholars believe that the Gospels of Matthew and Luke are based 
on the Gospel of Mark and another text with the sayings of Jesus. 
Only, the insider knowledge may not have disappeared at all. It 
may have been worked upon instead to become the Gospel of John.

Jesus most likely did claim to be the Son of God. According to 
the Gospels, Jesus called God •Father•. And, he may have been the 
bridegroom in a marriage representing the Kingdom of God. In 
The Parable of the Ten Virgins, the kingdom of heaven compares 
to a wedding where the bridegroom was a long time in coming 
(Matthew 25:1-13). All the synoptic Gospels hint at Jesus being a 
bridegroom.

According to the Gospels, the Romans convicted Jesus for 
claiming to be king of the Jews, but in the Gospels, Jesus never 
made this claim. He did not deny it either. So did Jesus believe he 
was the king of the Jews? We cannot know that with certainty. In 
the Jewish understanding, the king of the Jews is a son of God. If 
Jesus believed himself to be Adam, the eternal Son of God, he could 
have meant just that, but the Jews could have understood it as king 
of the Jews. It would be hard to explain to the Jewish people, so 
only some people close to Jesus• may have known what he meant.

The scriptures as an obstacle

The Jewish religion of the Jewish deity Yahweh and its scriptures 
may be an obstacle to our understanding of God. To understand 
God, we may need to take the perspective of this universe as the 
creation of an advanced humanoid civilisation to entertain one 
of its members. And so, there could be more to the mysterious 
apocalyptic prophet who felt a close relationship with God and 
started a new religion that has over two billion followers today. 
Christianity began as a branch of Judaism, a religion de�ned by 
its scriptures. Their scriptures outline how Jews, Christians and 
Muslims see the owner of the universe. So if God married Jesus, 
and Jesus had preached somewhere else, for instance, in Egypt or 
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China, then Christianity would have been a completely di�erent 
religion.

Christianity is the Religion of Love. God is love, Christians claim. 
Christianity paints a di�erent picture of God than Judaism and 
Islam. Those religions present a vengeful warrior God. So, how 
is this to be explained? The God of Judaism, Christianity and 
Islam, is the same. Paul likely went at great length to bring the 
new religion in line with existing Jewish doctrine while being 
as truthful as possible. To many religious people, the scriptures 
are infallible. Paul could have obfuscated the most controversial 
parts of what he discovered by making cryptic references to the 
scriptures.

Biblical scholars tend to be agnostic about God and reason from 
what they can establish from historical sources. Christians, on the 
other hand, believe that the Jewish deity Yahweh is Jesus• father. 
Both groups see Jesus within the Jewish context. And Jesus looked 
at himself in this way too. That may turn out to be a handicap 
as Yahweh is the imagined deity of the Jews, and not necessarily 
the all-powerful Creator of this universe. It may be better to view 
Yahweh as the cloak behind which our Creator is hidden. The most 
pressing problem for Paul may have been that God is a woman 
who had a romantic relationship with Jesus. Only to suggest so 
was blasphemy. And so, Jesus became married to the Church like 
God was married to the Jewish nation. It made Jesus eternal and 
godlike. That was not a great leap if he was Adam, God•s eternal 
husband.

Firstborn of all creation

Jesus may have thought himself to be the reincarnation of Adam. 
Adam was God•s son (Luke 3:38) and Jesus the �rstborn of 
all creation (Colossians 1:15). These words relate to the Jewish 
scriptures, but they can also be cryptic references to Adam being 
born �rst as the son of Eve and Jesus being the reincarnation of 
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Adam. The phrase born of God (John 1:13) may have a similar 
origin. Humanity is born of Eve if you consider Adam Eve•s son. 
They together are the mythical ancestors of humanity.

In traditional agricultural societies, the �rstborn son was crucial 
for the inheritance of land and the leadership of the family clan. 
The Jews were no exception. The theme occurs on numerous 
occasions in the Hebrew Bible. The story of Jacob and Esau is well-
known. King David was God•s �rstborn son (Psalm 89:27). The 
Jewish nation Israel is God•s �rstborn son (Exodus 4:22) while 
Israel is also God•s Bride (Isaiah 54:5, Hosea 2:7, Joel 1:8). It 
provided Paul with a theological escape because God married His 
�rstborn son Israel. In a similar vein, Jesus married the Church. 
And so, Jesus became like God as the Christians became Jesus• 
people like the Jews are God•s people.

Jesus as God

That is not as problematic as it may seem. Many Jews believe 
that there are two powers in heaven. 3 In Genesis, God speaks in 
the plural, •Let us make humankind in our image.• It re�ects the 
polytheist past of the Jews, in which they believed that the gods 
created the universe. If we live in a simulation created by an 
advanced humanoid civilisation to entertain one of its members, 
it makes perfect monotheist sense too. The beings of this 
civilisation are the gods, and the owner of this universe is God. 
The Jews did not see it this way, so this phrase fuelled speculation 
about a godlike sidekick working alongside God.

In the Hebrew Bible, God appeared from time to time. For instance, 
some people saw God sitting on a throne (Exodus 24:9-10) while 
no one has ever seen God and lived (Exodus 33:20). Others saw the 
Angel of the Lord, who is also God, and survived. Abraham and 
Hagar are among those who have seen the Angel, and the Hebrew 
Bible then tells us that they have seen God. Hence, the Angel 
of the Lord is God but not God himself. Otherwise, they would 
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not have survived. 3 And so there must be two gods, an invisible 
all-powerful Creator and his visible godlike sidekick. From this 
perspective, Jesus could be the Angel of the Lord and the image of 
the invisible God (Colossians 1:15).

The road to Trinity

In the �rst century AD, Jewish scholars like Paul were in�uenced 
by Greek philosophy. Plato claimed that ideas are the basis of 
knowledge and that ideas, not objects, are the building blocks of 
reality. In Platonic thinking, the world of ideas is superior. God is 
pure spirit, the most superior being. Platonists think that spirit 
can use words to produce matter. Platonic reasoning agreed with 
Judaism as God created all things using words. To create things, 
you need words. And so, words must have existed before creation.

The Jewish philosopher Philo lived at the same time as Jesus. He 
asserted that the Word is the highest of all beings, the image of 
God, according to which and by which the universe is ordered. 
Philo called the Word the second god. The Word is thus God•s 
sidekick. The Gospel of John starts in a similar fashion: •In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.• Here, the Word had become Jesus.

In Proverbs, Wisdom speaks and says that she was the �rst thing 
God created. And then God created everything else with the help 
of Wisdom alongside Him (Prov 8:22-25). She is a re�ection of 
the eternal light, a spotless mirror of the working of God, and 
an image of His goodness (Wisdom 7:25-26). Wisdom is female 
because the Greek word for wisdom is female. Wisdom was 
present when God made the world and is beside God on his throne 
(Wisdom 9:9-10). 3 And so, there are two contenders for being 
God•s sidekick, the Word and Wisdom. Or perhaps, there are two 
sidekicks. If the Word has become Jesus then Wisdom could have 
become the Holy Spirit, so th at we arrive at the Trinity.
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Virgin birth

Eve may have given birth to Adam . What to do with this? It 
contradicts the Jewish scriptures. And the scriptures are sacred. 
So, why not claim that Jesus was born from a virgin instead? 
After all, Jesus was Adam, and Eve was a virgin when she gave 
birth to Adam. And God•s name was Mary like Jesus• mother while 
God was also Jesus• Mother. That may have been very convenient 
indeed. And so, Jesus may have become born from the Virgin Mary 
instead. Early Christians may have understood Jesus• virgin birth 
as code for Eve being the Mother of Adam.

Christians made up the birth story. Virgin births are not a 
theme in Judaism. It does not appear in the Jewish scriptures, so 
Christians may have had a pressing reason to introduce the idea. 
Isaiah wrote that a young woman will give birth to a son as a 
sign that God will destroy Judah•s enemies (Isaiah 7:14). Isaiah 
addressed king Ahaz in the eighth century BC and did not think of 
Jesus, who was to come seven centuries later.

In the Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible available in the �rst 
century AD, •young woman• was translated as •virgin•. The author 
of the Gospel of Matthew came to see it as a prophecy of Jesus• 
virgin birth, which by then may have been a circulating story. In 
this respect, it is remarkable that the Quran claims that God has 
no son and consistently calls Jesus Son of Mary and not Son of 
God, thus implying that Jesus had no father. It could be code for 
God having been Mary.

Logical issues leading to arcane theology

Christianity began as a Jewish sect, so Christians came to found 
their religion in the Jewish scriptures. The basis for the claims of 
Christianity in the Jewish scriptures is problematic. The observed 
facts may have contradicted the scriptures, for instance, God 
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being a woman who can take a human form. The e�orts to resolve 
these logical di�culties helped turn Jesus into God. It should not 
surprise us that early Christians disagreed on this issue and that 
most Jews did not buy into it.

If Jesus had preached in Egypt and had claimed that his wife was 
the goddess Isis, the all-powerful Cr eator of the universe and that 
he was the reincarnation of her son Horus, there may still be 
records of his teachings. Egypt was a polytheist nation that could 
have adopted another cult alongside the existing ones.

The Jews were monotheists with established scriptures. It 
also made Christianity uncompromisingly monotheistic so that 
converts had to renounce all other gods. That allowed Christianity 
to wipe out all the other religions in the Roman Empire. And if this 
universe comes with an all-powerful owner, that may have been 
the plan all along.
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THE GOSPEL OF JOHN
The Gospel of John is strikingly distinct from the other Gospels 
of the New Testament. In the �rst three Gospels, Jesus appears 
human. In the Gospel of John, he appears godlike. Biblical scholars 
have long believed that the Gospel of John is from a later date than 
the other gospels and that Christians had already dei�ed Jesus by 
then. But Christians were already worshipping Jesus as a godlike 
creature very early on. In the Epis tle to the Philippians, Paul cites 
a poem stating that Jesus is God in nature (Philippians 2:6-11). 
Scholars believe it is an older poem dating from the earliest days of 
Christianity. 3 It makes sense if early Christians thought that Jesus 
was Adam, the eternal husband of God.

Another theory is that the Gospel of John originally was written 
by someone close to Jesus. The �rst three Gospels probably 
contain stories about Jesus that circulated among the public. A 
small group of insiders may have known more about the nature 
of the relationship between God and Jesus. This insider account, 
after heavy redactions, may have become the Gospel of John. 
Particularly telling is that the Gospel of John indicates that Jesus• 
ministry lasted three years. The other gospels lack the historical 
detail to establish the length of Jesus•s ministry. This Gospel of 
John likely has undergone several redactions and reviews. John 
could be the most historically accurate Gospel after eliminating 
the redactions. Only, we do not know all the redactions.

Platonic birth

Christianity may at �rst have had a separate creation myth in 
which Eve was God, gave birth to Adam, and then took him as Her 
husband. The account of the fall may also have been di�erent. The 
Christian account of creation and fall may have contradicted the 
Jewish scriptures. Eve giving birt h to Adam and taking him as her 
husband also carries a lewd suggestion. The tale of Eve and Adam 
is a myth, so it probably never happened, but people did not know 
that at the time.

And it may have had problematic consequences in early Christian 
communities. In the �rst epistle to the Corinthians, Paul writes, 
•It is reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of 
a kind that even pagans do not tolerate: A man is sleeping with 
his father•s wife. And you are proud!• (1 Corinthians 5:1-2). The 
scribes may have watered down this controversial fragment. And 
so, this man may have slept with his mother. The Christians in 
Corinth were proud of it, perhaps because this man followed the 
example of Christ.

Hence, the scribes may have taken out the creation myth, and 
under the in�uence of Platonic thinking, the Word became �esh 
in the form of Jesus (John 1:1-14). If Jesus is Adam, and all of 
humanity descends from Eve and Adam, one can imagine that 
without him, there is no life. And if Adam was a child of Eve, we 
are all children of God, and because God is a woman, Christians are 
born of God (John 1:13).

If you are already born, you have to be born again to enter 
the Kingdom of God. The meaning appears spiritual. Only, when 
arguing with Jesus, the Pharisee Nicodemus noted that you 
cannot enter a second time into your mother•s womb to be born 
again (John 3:4). Nicodemus may have correctly understood what 
Jesus meant, which is that Christians are �guratively born of God's 
womb. Jesus then gave it a spiritual meaning in his answer, 'No 
one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water 
and the Spirit.' (John 3:5)
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The wedding

There was a wedding in Galilee (John 2:1-10). Jesus was there, as 
were his mother and his disciples. When the wine was gone, his 
mother said to Jesus that there was no more wine. That would 
not have been his concern unless he was the bridegroom. Then 
Jesus answered, 'Woman, why do you involve me? My hour has not 
yet come.' It could mean that Jesus was not the bridegroom and 
was about to be married too. He called his mother 'woman'. That 
makes sense when he considered God his Mother. Jesus started 
doing miracles at this wedding by turning water into wine. 
Perhaps, he became the Christ through this wedding. Hence, it 
may have been his wedding, and the scribes may have changed the 
narrative to make it appear that it is not.

And then John comes with a statement not found in the other 
Gospels, •A person can receive only what is given them from 
heaven. You yourselves can testify that I said: •I am not the 
Messiah but am sent ahead of him.• The Bride belongs to the 
Bridegroom. The friend who attends the Bridegroom waits and 
listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the Bridegroom•s 
voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. He must become 
greater; I must become less.Ž (John 3:27-30) Apparently, Jesus 
was the Messiah because he was the Bridegroom in a heavenly 
marriage. The other Gospels also indicate that Jesus was the 
Bridegroom (Matthew 9:15, Mark 2:19 and Luke 5:34). The Gospel 
compares the kingdom of heaven to a king who prepares a 
wedding banquet for his son (Matthew 22:2).

I and the Father are one

Jesus called God Father, making himself equal with God, so the 
Jews wanted to persecute him, the Gospel of John says (John 
5:16-18). Jesus made other claims in this vein. If the Gospel 
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of John is a heavily redacted insider account, these claims may 
re�ect Jesus• own words. For instance, if Jesus believed himself to 
be Adam, he could have said that before Abraham was born, he 
existed (John 8:58). The wording in the Gospel of John implies that 
he claimed to be God, but that may not have been what Jesus said.

And then comes an intriguing a ssertion, •I and the Father are 
one.• (John 10:30) It appears that Jesus claimed to be God. And 
so, the Jews wanted to stone him for blasphemy (John 10:33). But 
marriage is a way to become one with another person (Genesis 
2:24, Matthew 19:4-6). If Jesus had implied that he was married to 
God, it would still have been blasphemy to the Jews. And if Mary 
Magdalene had remained in the background to let Jesus do Her 
bidding, and Jesus believed himself to be Adam from whom all of 
humanity descends, then Jesus may have said something similar 
to, •I am the way and the truth an d the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me.• (John 14:6)

Love is a central theme: •As the Father has loved me, so have I loved 
you. Now remain in my love. If you keep my commands, you will 
remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father•s commands and 
remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in 
you and that your joy may be complete. My command is this: Love 
each other as I have loved you.• (John 15:9-12) That is an unusual 
amount of love. But if Jesus was God•s husband, it makes sense. 
That brings us to the loving and intimate relationship that Mary 
Magdalene and Jesus may have had. The Gospel of John features an 
enigmatic beloved disciple. There has been speculation that this 
disciple was Mary Magdalene.

The beloved disciple

The mysterious unnamed beloved disciple appears only in the 
Gospel of John. He may have been introduced in a redaction to 
mask that Mary Magdalene was God and married Jesus. Mary 
Magdalene may have become Jesus• most beloved disciple in 
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an early redaction of the text. That may still not have been 
satisfactory, so in a later redaction the scribes may have added 
the anonymous beloved disciple and made him a separate person 
distinct from Mary Magdalene.

This perspective can provide us with an explanation that resolves 
a few contradictions. One of those contradictions is in the 
following fragment, •Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, 
his mother•s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 
When Jesus saw his mother there and the disciple he loved 
standing nearby, he said to her, •Woman, here is your son,• and to 
the disciple, •Here is your mother.• From that time on, this disciple 
took her into his home.Ž (John 19:25-27)

The fragment states that four women were near the cross. If you 
take the text literally, the beloved disciple must be one of these 
four women because the �rst sentence does not mention him. 
The most likely candidate is Mary Magdalene. The beloved disciple 
could also be a later redaction. Either explanation amounts to a 
similar resolution of some contradictions in the New Testament.

Perhaps, Jesus said to Mary Magdalene, •Mother, here is your 
son.• And then to his birth mother, •Here is your Mother.• A few 
arguments can support this view. First, it is more likely that Mary 
Magdalene took Jesus• birth mother into Her home than a male 
disciple. The Gospels mention a group of female disciples that 
travelled with Jesus. Mary Magdalene and Jesus• birth mother were 
part of that group. Mary Magdalene, being God, would also be a 
Mother to Jesus• birth mother. And the Gospels suggest that Simon 
Peter was Jesus• favourite apostle. For instance, Jesus had asked 
him to take care of the sheep (John 21:15-18). Only, he had �ed the 
cruci�xion scene (Mark 14:50-52), so he was not present.

According to Paul, Simon Peter saw the resurrected Jesus �rst, and 
then Jesus appeared to the other disciples (1 Corinthians 15:4-6). 
It probably is a statement of faith handed over to Paul. It might 
be the truth because it was an early belief dating from only a few 
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years after Jesus• death. It agrees with the idea that Simon Peter 
was Jesus• favourite disciple. The Gospel of John tells a di�erent 
story. It claims that Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw 
that the stone had been removed from the entrance. She then ran 
to Simon Peter and the beloved disciple and said, •They have taken 
the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have 
put him!• So Peter and the beloved disciple went to the tomb. The 
beloved disciple came there �rst. He saw the strips of linen lying 
there but did not go in. Then Simon Peter arrived and went into 
the tomb (John 20:1-6). 

Then the beloved disciple went in. And he saw and believed (John 
20:8). Apparently, the beloved disciple saw and came to faith, but 
two men were inside. Remarkably, it is not Simon Peter who saw 
and believed. If the scribes had added the beloved disciple to the 
story later, it probably was Simon Peter who saw and came to 
faith. An empty tomb alone would not have made him think that 
Jesus had risen. And so, he may have seen Jesus there, apparently 
alive.

The Gospel of John tells that Jesus appeared to Mary Magdalene 
�rst (John 20:11-18). If Mary Magdalene had become the beloved 
disciple in an earlier redaction, it was only natural that Jesus 
�rst appeared to Her and not to Simon Peter. The scribes 
may have changed the story accordingly, but they forgot to 
remove the phrase that Simon Peter saw and believed. When, 
in a later redaction, Mary Magdalene and the beloved disciple 
became separate individuals, the narrative changed again. And 
so, the beloved disciple saw and believed, while Mary Magdalene 
saw Jesus �rst. After that, Jesus appeared to the disciples (John 
20:19-23). If we follow this explanation, Paul tells the truth in 1 
Corinthians 15. It also implies that Mary Magdalene set in motion 
the resurrection beliefs by bringing Simon Peter to the tomb, and 
if She was God, She knew what he was about to see. 

The beloved disciple enters the story at the Last Supper when he 
asks Jesus who is about to betray him, •After he had said this, 

 75 | THE GOSPEL OF JOHN



Jesus was troubled in spirit and testi�ed, •Very truly I tell you, one 
of you is going to betray me.• His disciples stared at one another, 
at a loss to know which of them he meant. One of them, the 
disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him. Simon Peter 
motioned to this disciple and said, •Ask him which one he means.• 
Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, •Lord, who is it?•Ž (John 
13:21-25) Simon Peter wanted to know who was about to betray 
Jesus. And so, he may have been the disciple who asked Jesus who 
was about to betray him.

The �nal chapter of the Gospel of John mentions a rumour 
amongst believers that the beloved disciple would not die. The 
lines are most peculiar, •Peter turned and saw that the disciple 
whom Jesus loved was following them. (This was the one who had 
leaned back against Jesus at the supper and had said, •Lord, who 
is going to betray you?•) When Peter saw him, he asked, •Lord, 
what about him?• Jesus answered, •If I want him to remain alive 
until I return, what is that to you? You must follow me.• Because 
of this, the rumour spread among the believers that this disciple 
would not die. But Jesus did not say that he would not die; he only 
said, •If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to 
you?•Ž (John 21:20-23) These lines appear to have been introduced 
to dispel the rumour that the beloved disciple would not die. If 
Mary Magdalene was God and had become the beloved disciple in 
an earlier redaction, the existence of such a rumour makes sense.

The truth of the Gospel

The resolution of these contradictions comes with another 
conclusion. Most likely, Jesus did appear to his disciples on the 
third day after the cruci�xion. When Paul joined the Christian 
movement a few years later, this was a belief among the disciples. 
They handed it over as a statement of faith to Paul. A group 
of �rst-hand witnesses probably remember what happened and 
the number of days between two events of such importance that 
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occurred only a few years earlier. And if Mary Magdalene was God, 
that might explain why Paul does not mention Her name in his 
epistles.

Historians and biblical scholars doubt the resurrection and the 
miracles Jesus performed because they cannot assume they 
happened. These miracles go against the laws of nature, while 
many parts of the Bible are inaccurate or �ctional. In virtual 
reality, miracles can occur while a physical body is as virtual as a 
ghost appearance. And so, the resu rrection and the other miracles 
seem plausible. If the Gospel of John is a redacted insider account, 
it may be more accurate than most biblical scholars and historians 
nowadays assume. For that reason, the Gospel of John could also 
be more accurate than the other gospels as they probably are 
collections of circulating stories put in writing.

It may be impossible to uncover all the redactions. The original 
text could date from before 70 AD, and it might be decades older 
if a disciple was the author. The �nal version of this Gospel dates 
from around 90 AD, so it comes with the perspective of that 
era. After the Romans had destroyed the Jewish temple in 70 
AD, Christians realised that Jesus might not return anytime soon. 
The character of Christianity changed accordingly from expecting 
Jesus' return with power and glory to having a personal bond with 
Jesus that gives access to eternal life. The Gospel of John re�ects 
this change in outlook.

Figuratively speaking

In the Gospel of John, Jesus did not always speak in clear and 
precise terms. For instance, •I have much more to say to you, more 
than you can now bear. But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he 
will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he 
will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to 
come. He will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive 
what he will make known to you.• (John 16:12-14) Muslims see 
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these words as a prediction of the coming of Muhammad.

The Gospel of John contains a remark that appears insigni�cant 
but might be there for a reason, •Though I have been speaking 
�guratively, a time is coming when I will no longer use this kind 
of language but will tell you plainly about my Father.• (John 16:25) 
Why should Jesus not speak plainly about God? The scribes who 
fraudulently modi�ed this gospel may have known what they 
were doing and realised that the truth would come out one day.
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HISTORY IS HER 
STORY I

If God is a woman, then history is Her story, and the pun may 
be intended. Apart from people in the Bible, God may have played 
other roles in history, and several women in the records of history 
may have been Her. She may have played insigni�cant people too, 
but of these people are no records, so it may be impossible to 
uncover them. Only how can we know who they were? At �rst 
glance, that seems impossible.

The reasoning may seem to make little sense as it comes down 
to guessing. Sometimes, there was a clue in the form of a 
peculiar coincidence. The book The Virtual Universe explains that 
mediums can sometimes be accurate despite making misses. If 
I am the medium for this message, I can speculate correctly. 
And this world could be �ction, just like an episode of Inspector 
Clouseau, so I can be accurate if that is the script.

Indeed, there are reasons to believe that my guesses are better 
than yours, so I have compiled a list of possible avatars of God. In 
the case of overlap in lifespans, then at least one of the persons 
of interest may not have been an avatar of God, or God may have 
taken over the avatar at some point during her life. Sometimes, 
peculiar coincidences suggested that I could be right. So, for what 
it is worth, here are the names. 

Nefertiti



The Egyptian Pharaoh Akhenaten and his wife Nefertiti 
(1370-1330 BC) invented monotheism. They worshipped a single 
god, which was a sun disk named Aten. They broke with tradition 
and tried to end the worship of other gods. For that reason, 
Nefertiti may have been an avatar of God. Their new religion did 
not last. After their reign, traditional beliefs returned.

Cassandane

Cyrus the Great was one of the �rst multicultural rulers. He 
respected the customs and religions of the lands he conquered. 
Jews consider him a Messiah because he allowed the Jews to return 
to Israel and �nanced the building of the Second Temple.

The fate of a Messiah is often to be married to God. And so, his wife 
Cassandane (567-537 BC) may have been an avatar of God. Cyrus 
and Cassandane loved each other very much. When She died, all 
the nations of Cyrus• empire observed great mourning.

Cyrus the Great is a prominent �gure in history. Iranians still 
regard him as The Father. A woman sealed his fate, which may 
be consistent with being a messiah. He was killed by the army of 
Queen Tomyris when he tried to invade her kingdom. 

Olympias, mother of Alexander the Great

Olympias (376-316 BC) was the mother of Alexander the Great. 
Alexander•s lasting legacy is the spread of Greek culture in the 
Mediterranean. Olympias, who was married to King Philip II, 
insisted that Alexander was the son of Zeus, which an oracle 
allegedly con�rmed to Alexander.

According to the Greek historian Plutarch, Olympias dreamt that 
a thunderbolt struck Her womb on the eve of Her marriage 
to Philip. Philip was said to have seen himself in a dream 
sealing up his wife•s womb with a seal. Plutarch o�ered several 
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interpretations of these dreams, for example, that Alexander•s 
father was Zeus.

The title Son of Zeus is like Son of God. If you follow this line of 
thinking, you could reason like so. Alexander was Olympias• son. 
And because Zeus does not exist, Alexander may not have had a 
father. And so, Olympias could have been God.

Alexander the Great is a messiah in Judaism. The Christians in the 
Near East turned him into a saint. They combined legends about 
Alexander with Biblical tales about Gog and Magog. The Quran 
mentions Alexander as a prophet. A boy named Alexander de 
Grote (Alexander the Great) was in my class at primary school, a 
remarkable coincidence. 

Queen Dowager Zhao

Chinese emperors supposedly receive a mandate from heaven. 
Queen Dowager Zhao (280-228 BC) was the mother of the �rst 
Chinese emperor, Qin Shi Huang. As he was the �rst to receive the 
mandate, his mother could have been God. The analogy is that 
Jesus was the Son of God who received a mandate from heaven.

Qin Shi Huang uni�ed China and introduced reforms like a central 
administration, standardised script, standardised the Chinese 
units of measurement for weights and measures, the currency, 
and the length of the axles of carts. In Europe, this happened 
2,000 later under the reign of Napoleon Bonaparte. He also started 
projects like canals and a national road system.

Queen Dowager Zhao was a daughter of a prominent family. She 
was a concubine of the merchant Lü Buwei, who gave Her to his 
protegé, Prince Yiren of Qin. Thanks to Lü•s intervention, Prince 
Yiren became the King of the Kingdom of Qin. He was later named 
King Zhuangxiang. His son succeeded him and became named Qin 
Shi Huang.
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When he was about nine years old, my son sometimes called 
himself the Emperor of China. He often ordered his parents. We 
were making a joke out of it and called him the king. My son, 
however, insisted that he was the Emperor of China. 'The Emperor 
of China demands cheese,' he then added jokingly. 

Cleopatra

Cleopatra (69-30 BC) was the last Pharaoh of Ancient Egypt. She 
presented Herself as a reincarnation of the Egyptian goddess Isis. 
Egyptian Pharaohs were deputies of the gods, but Cleopatra went 
further and claimed to be a goddess Herself. Cleopatra was a 
beauty with great wit, charm and a sweet voice. She made Julius 
Caesar abandon his plans to annex Egypt and back Her claim to 
the throne. Her lover Julius Caesar had the same initials as Jesus 
Christ. A cult claims that Jesus Christ was Julius Caesar. This cult 
has gathered some following in the Netherlands.
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Empress Theodora

Empress Theodora (490-548) was one of the most powerful 
and in�uential women in Roman history. An o�cial of Her 
time claimed that She was more intelligent than any man. Her 
husband, Emperor Justinian, realised this as well. He allowed Her 
to share his throne and take part in decision-making.

She was a controversial �gure. As a young woman, Theodora 
earned Her living as an actress, a job that included prostitution. 
She converted to Miaphysite Christianity and settled near the 
palace in Constantinople. Her beauty, wit and amusing character 
drew the attention of Justinian. Justinian married Theodora when 
She already had a daughter.

During the Nika Riots in Constantinople, rioters set public 
buildings on �re and proclaimed a new Emperor. Justinian and his 
o�cials prepared to �ee, but Theodora spoke out against this plan. 
Her speech convinced them to stay. Justinian ordered his loyal 
troops to subdue the revolt.

After the revolt, Justinian and Theodora ordered the rebuilding 
of Constantinople, making it the most splendid city in the world. 
The works included aqueducts, bridges and churches. The Hagia 
Sophia was one of these churches, and it became one of the 
architectural wonders of the world. Theodora participated in 
Justinian•s legal and spiritual reforms. She was also involved with 
women•s rights. 

Empress Wu Zetian

Empress Wu Zetian (624-705) was the only female ruler in the 
history of China. She was the power behind the throne for a 
long time. After that, She ruled o�cially as regent and later 
as empress. She started as a low-ranking concubine. Wu was a 
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strong, charismatic, and well-educated woman who captured the 
emperor•s interest.

The emperor su�ered from an incapacitating illness. He let 
empress Wu make rulings on o�cial  petitions. She turned out to 
be apt at making correct rulings. From then on, Wu became the 
undisputed power behind the throne. After the emperor died, She 
took the throne from the legitima te heir, Her son Zhongzong, and 
became the sole ruler of China. 

Under Wu•s competent political and military leadership, China 
became one of the most powerful nations. She o�ered state 
support for Taoism, Buddhism, education, and literature. Her 
power was contested at �rst, and the early years of Her reign saw 
secret police terror. Wu selected capable men to serve as o�cials. 
She was overthrown in 705 during a coup that returned the 
throne to Zhongzong. She died the same year.

Maria, daughter of Harald III of Norway

Harald Sigurdsson was King of Norway from 1046 until 1066. As a 
young man, he had to �ee Norway. He and his men went to Russia, 
where they served in the army of Yaroslav I the Wise. Later they 
became mercenaries in the Byzantine army. There Harald was 
imprisoned because of palace intrigue, but he managed to escape. 
The Chronicle of the Kings of Norway Saga of Harald Hardrade 
mentions:

There was a young and beautiful girl called Maria, a brother•s 
daughter of the empress Zoe, and Harald had paid his addresses to her, 
but the empress had given him a refusal.

Based on the saga, Michael Ennis wrote a novel named Byzantium 
in which he speculated about a passionate love a�air between 
Maria and Harald. They tried to escape Constantinople together, 
but a Russian �eet attacked the city. Maria died in the battle, but 
Harald managed to escape. In 1046, he returned to Norway and 
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became king. My interest in the Byzantine Empire made me read 
the novel in 2005.

Harald died when invading England in 1066, an event that is 
part of a coincidence scheme related to D-Day mentioned in The 
Virtual Universe. His daughter Maria died on the same day in 
Norway, a peculiar coincidence. In his book, Ennis speculates that 
Maria was the reincarnation of Harald•s former lover Maria who 
wanted to be with him. Therefore, She dropped dead when he 
died. Ordinary people cannot reincarnate into whom their want 
and cannot drop dead at the time of their choosing. And so, Maria 
could have been God. The Finnish band Turisas dedicated a song 
named The Great Escape to Harald.

Hildegard von Bingen

Hildegard von Bingen (1098-1179) was a nun who lived in the 
12 th  century. She was an author, counsellor, linguist, scientist, 
philosopher, physician, herbalist, poet, visionary and composer. 
She corresponded with popes, statesmen and emperors, and She 
travelled a lot during Her preaching tours. Abbots and abbesses 
asked Her for prayers and opinions on various matters.

Hildegard von Bingen claimed to have visions. She said She had 
unusual perceptions at the age of three. By the age of �ve, She 
realised that these were visions. Von Bingen claimed She saw all 
things in the light of God through the senses: sight, hearing, taste, 
smell, and touch. She spoke out against church practises such as 
simony.

Von Bingen wrote that woman may be made from man, but 
no man can be made without a woman, thereby implicitly 
questioning the biblical creation story in which Eve came from the 
rib of Adam. She promoted chastity. She was also the �rst known 
person to describe a female orgasm:

When a woman is making love with a man, a sense of heat in her 

 85 | HISTORY IS HER STORY I



brain, which brings with it sensual delight, communicates the taste 
of that delight during the act and summons forth the emission of the 
man•s seed. And when the seed has fallen into its place, that vehement 
heat descending from her brain draws the seed to itself and holds it, 
and soon the woman•s sexual organs contract, and all the parts that 
are ready to open up during the time of menstruation now close, in the 
same way as a strong man can hold something enclosed in his �st.

It is remarkable that a nun describes a female orgasm when 
having sex with a man. It suggests �rst-hand knowledge that 
She could not have had during Her lifetime. And according to 
Von Bingen, Adam had a pure voice and joined the angels in 
singing praises to God before the Fall. There is no record of that. 
Von Bingen either made it up or was present when it happened. 
Around the same time She lived, an anonymous monk in the 
Netherlands wrote down the oldest known written sentence in 
the Dutch language:

Hebban olla uogala nestas hagunnan hinase hic anda thu uuat 
unbidan uue nu.

The English translation is, •Have all birds started nests except 
me and you. Do we start now?• A teacher at primary school told 
me about this text. The lines remained in my mind, and I later 
imagined a Gregorian chant based on these words when Sadeness 
from Enigma was a popular song. These lines intrigued me for no 
apparent reason. The monk may have had a vision of Hildegard 
von Bingen.

Joan of Arc

Joan of Arc (1412-1431) was an uneducated peasant girl from an 
obscure village in Northern France. In 1429, large parts of France 
were under foreign control. After years of humiliating defeats, the 
leadership of France was demoralised and discredited. But then 
Joan of Arc led the French army to several important victories 
during the Hundred Years• War against England and its ally 
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Burgundy.

She claimed to have divine guidance. Recent scholars explained 
Her visions as a disease, but documents from Her own time 
indicate that She was healthy and sane. The Burgundians captured 
Her and burned Her at the stake when She was nineteen. Her 
intervention changed the course of  the war. In the decades that 
followed, France came out victorious.
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HISTORY IS HER 
STORY II

Isabella I of Castile

Queen Isabella I (1451-1504) was Queen of Castile and one of the 
most in�uential historical persons. She was the second child of 
King John II of Castile. Her half-brother Henry was the heir to the 
throne. Her political manoeuvring in dynastic politics eventually 
made Isabella queen. Spain consisted of several small kingdoms, 
and marriage was a way of forging alliances.

Isabella became a pawn in Henry•s political ambitions. Henry 
forced Isabella into several betrothals. He attempted to marry Her 

to King Alfonso V of Portugal. As part of an agreement to restore 
peace after a rebellion, Isabella was to be betrothed to Pedro Giron, 
Master of the Military Order of Calatrava. Isabella prayed that the 
marriage would not come to pass. Don Pedro suddenly fell ill and 
died on his way to meet Her.

Henry did not have a male heir. Isabella made Henry sign an 
agreement in which he made Her his successor to the throne. 
Henry made another e�ort to arrange Her marriage, but Isabella 
refused and secretly arranged a wedding with Ferdinand of 
Aragon. In doing so, Isabella cr eated Spain. After Isabella had 
secured the throne, She initiated several successful reforms in 
government, �nance, legal code, and policing.

Her actions had a substantial and lasting impact on world history. 
She sponsored the mission of Christopher Columbus to reach the 
Indies by sailing to the west. On his way, Columbus discovered 
America. A �lm about this event is titled •1492: Conquest of 
Paradise.' Apart from the word Paradise, the number 1492 is in the 
name. It refers to the initials and the birthdate of a Lady I came to 
know in dormitory.

Katharina von Bora

Katharina von Bora (1499-1552) was the wife of Martin Luther, 
who initiated the Protestant Reformation. Katharina had several 
suitors, but none of the proposed matches resulted in marriage. 
She told Luther's friend and fellow reformer, Nikolaus von 
Amsdorf, that She would be willing to marry only Luther or von 
Amsdorf. Luther was at �rst unsure whether he should marry at 
all.

Many Protestants and Germans consider Martin Luther a 
prophet of God. And prophets usually are married to God. The 
book The Virtual Universe: Evidence Demonstrating That an 
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Advanced Post-Human Civilisation Has Created Us argues that the 
assassination of Martin Luther Ki ng on 4 April 1968 is part of an 
elaborate coincidence scheme mentioned in the Virtual Universe. 
His last name could suggest that Martin Luther was a king like 
Jesus. 

Elisabeth I

Queen Elisabeth I of England (1533-1603) was one of the most 
successful monarchs in history. Her reign laid the foundation 
for the Anglo Saxon world dominati on that lasted until the 21st 
century. Great Britain became the dominant power until the 
United States took over. During Her reign, the English defeated the 
Spanish Armada and the remainder sunk in a storm, which ended 
the Spanish dominance over the seas.

A curious sequence of events made Elisabeth Queen of England. 
Upon hearing of Her accession to the throne, She reportedly 
quoted the 118 th  Psalm•s twenty-third line: •It is the Lord•s doing, 
and it is marvellous in our eyes.• Elizabeth•s unmarried status 
inspired a cult of virginity. She said She was married to England 
like God was married to Israel. In some poetry and portraits, 
Elisabeth was depicted as a virgin goddess.
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During a walk in 2009, I pondered whether or not Elisabeth had 
been an avatar of God. When I returned home, a magazine named 
Computable was in my letterbox. The front page featured an 
article about a distributed database system called Armada.

Françoise d•Aubigné

Françoise d•Aubigné (1635-1719) was the second wife of the 
French king Louis XIV. Louis XIV, known as the Sun King, was vain 
and waged many wars. He believed that he had absolute power 
because his rule was the will of God. During his �rst marriage, he 
had a number of mistresses. He was more faithful to his second 
wife, Françoise d•Aubigné. She never became queen, but She had 
considerable in�uence in the royal court. I doubted that Françoise 
was God. Tossing a coin appeared to be the best available research 
method. In this way, She made it to the list.
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Catherine the Great

Catherine the Great (1729-1796) took power after Her husband 
was disposed of in a conspiracy. She probably was not involved 
in the plot. She was one of the most successful monarchs of the 
Age of Enlightenment. During Her reign, Russia became a leading 
power in Europe. Catherine took many lovers.

Joséphine de Beauharnais

Joséphine de Beauharnais (1763-1814) was the �rst wife of 
Napoleon Bonaparte. She was Napoleon•s greatest love. After the 
execution of Her husband during the French Revolution, She 
had a�airs with several leading political �gures. Napoleon, who 
was six years younger, fell in love with Her. He sent Her many 
love letters. Napoleon•s love for Joséphine cooled somewhat after 
�nding out that She had a lover on the side. He then began a�airs 
but remained in love with Her and married Her.

Through the children from Her �rst marriage, Joséphine became 
the grandmother of Napoleon III and the great-grandmother of 
later Swedish and Danish kings and queens. The reigning houses 
of Belgium, Norway and Luxembourg also descend from Her. She, 
however, did not bear Napoleon any children, which was why they 
divorced. Napoleon•s last words on his death bed were: •France, the 
army, the head of the army, Joséphine.•

There are some remarkable parallels between Napoleon Bonaparte 
and Adolf Hitler. Napoleon Bonaparte was born on Corsica, an 
island that became part of France, while Napoleon Bonaparte 
became the leader of France. Adolf Hitler was born in Austria, a 
country that became part of Germany, while Adolf Hitler became 
the leader of Germany. Both men were involved in a coup on 9 
November (9/11 in European nota tion). Both started a military 
campaign in Russia that led to their downfall.
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Both Napoleon Bonaparte and Adolf Hitler came to power by a 
coup ending an unstable republic. They both turned Europe into 
a battle�eld. Both ventured into Africa, and both faced defeat in 
Egypt. They both waged war on two fronts because they attacked 
Russia while they had not defeated England. These parallels may 
not be mere coincidence. 

Lucretia Gar�eld

Lucretia Gar�eld (1832-1918) was the wife of US President James 
A. Gar�eld. President Gar�eld was assassinated in 1881 shortly 
after he took o�ce. He lingered for two and half months before 
dying. She stayed at his bedside and received a lot of public 
sympathy. They were both 26 when they married on 11 November 
1858, a reference to 11:11. During the Civil War, James Gar�eld 
had an a�air when he was a general. He confessed it to his wife. 
She seemingly forgave him.

On 12 January 2010, a previously unknown $10,000 life 
insurance policy on the life of President Gar�eld surfaced in 
a family scrapbook. [17]  Lucretia Gar�eld had opened it 45 days 
before the assassination of Her husband. It might indicate 
foreknowledge.

My son was fond of the comic character Gar�eld. In 2006 a 
mysterious parcel addressed to him was delivered to us by mail. 
It contained some Gar�eld items, including a co�ee cup with the 
lettering •It is good to be king.• The sender of the parcel was 
unknown. We made several enquiries, but nobody conceded to 
have sent it. Until today, the sender remains unknown.
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WHEN JESUS RETURNS
After 2000 years, a lot of people still hope that Jesus will return. 
But what do they expect to happen when he does? Will Jesus make 
things right? Will there be a showdown between the forces of 
good and evil? Will evil people burn in hell forever, and will there 
be no mercy? And how may this work out in practice?

And, who are the good people and who are the evil people? What 
about Buddhists and atheists? They do not believe in a god. 
And Hindus? They believe in many gods. Or Jews, Christians and 
Muslims? Who is right? Perhaps Jesus already returned, sort of at 
least, as a warning to us all. 

The personi�cation of evil

Jesus is the personi�cation of goodness, while Adolf Hitler is 
the impersonation of evil. A closer inspection reveals some 
intriguing parallels between them. Many Germans considered 
Adolf Hitler their saviour and worshipped him like one. Some 
Christians believe there will be a rapture when Jesus returns 
(1 Thessalonians 4:17). Rapture means ecstasy, enchantment, 
enthusiasm and admiration. Few persons in history caused as 
much enchantment as Hitler. And the motto of the Third German 
German Empire was, •One people, one empire, one leader.• And this 
is what Christians and Muslims expect when Jesus returns.

Hitler told the Germans that they were the chosen people because 
of their superior race. Many Jews believe they are the chosen 
people because of the special relationship between God and the 

Jewish people. Like Moses, Hitler promised that he would end the 
unjust oppression, in this case, caused by the Treaty of Versailles. 
He claimed that his Third German Empire would last a thousand 
years, while the Bible tells us that the reign of Christ will last 
a thousand years (Revelation 20:1-6). Perhaps not surprisingly, 
a British intelligence report noted that Hitler had a messiah 
complex. [18]

In traditional agricultural societies, lands remained within the 
family. The Bible states that the bond between the people and 
the land cannot be broken and that the land cannot be sold 
(Leviticus 25:23). That is similar to the Nazi ideology of Blood 
and Soil, which focuses on ethnicity and homeland. It stresses the 
importance of the land people live on and celebrates rural living. 
Selected lands were made hereditary. Those lands could not be 
mortgaged or sold.

The Hitler we know from the history books emerged out of 
circumstances. He could have been a painter if the Vienna Art 
School had not declined his application. And Hitler would not 
have sought revenge if Germany had not lost Word War I. And if 
there had been no widespread antisemitism, he probably would 
not have hated the Jews.

Hitler•s political views

Like many Germans, Hitler considered the Peace Treaty of 
Versailles unjust. The treaty stipulated that Germany accepted 
responsibility for causing World War I and had to pay massive 
reparations. The economist Keynes warned about the harsh peace 
terms imposed upon Germany shortly after World War I.

Hitler opposed interest after he had attended a lecture by 
Gottfried Feder named The Abolition of the Interest Servitude. 
It was the reason why Hitler joined the National Socialist Party. 
Hitler•s views on interest were similar to those expressed in the 
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Bible and the Quran. The ideas of Feder became central in his 
views on international �nance.

Hitler believed that the Germans were racially superior to other 
peoples and that Germany had to conquer territory to create 
more living space for the German people. That may have been the 
reason for him to start World War II. Hitler also thought that the 
Jews were secretly conspiring to gain world leadership.

A look in the mirror

Hitler was good at giving speeches, which were angry rants 
that �red up his following. Some of Hitler•s sponsors saw his 
messianic potential long before he became famous. During the 
Great Depression, Hitler gained popularity and grabbed power in 
Germany. He started a war that killed �fty million people. Ten 
million people died in the Holocaust, of which six million were 
Jews. When American troops entered Germany in 1945, they were 
appalled by what they found in the concentration camps. Few 
people imagined it could be that bad, even though reports about 
the camps came in as early as 1943.

Words can never describe the horrors of the Nazi regime. In times 
of peace, it is hard to imagine that people can be that cruel. In 
times of war, it becomes easier to understand. The Nazis thought 
that they did the right thing. They believed that the human race 
needs improvement and that there is no place for the weak and 
the un�t. It is survival of the �ttest taken to the extreme. History 
is full of tales of brutality and slaughter, but the Nazis outdid 
them all. The Nazis may be the closest thing to pure evil that ever 
existed.

Hilter is seen as an opposite to Christ, an anti-Christ. In several 
ways, Hitler is like Christ in the way many expect him to be. Many 
Christians expect a �nal reckoning one hundred times worse than 
World War II. Billions of people might lose their life or could face 
eternal torture in hell. Being tortured eternally in hell is worse 
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than dying in a concentration camp because there is no end to it. 
And Hitler killed and tortured only  a fraction of the people some 
expect Jesus to murder and torment on Judgement Day.

Eva Braun

Eva Braun was the mistress and later wife of Adolf Hitler. 
Most historians consider Her an insigni�cant �gure who did 
not take part in political decisions. But opinions di�er. A letter 
demonstrates that She knew of the concentration camps and the 
gas chambers. Some Nazi o�cials close to Hitler have stated that 
Braun was at the centre of Hitler's life for most of his twelve years 
in power. She was committed to Hitler, won his a�ection, gave 
him moral support, and enjoyed a healthy sex life with him. [19]

After learning about a failed plot to kill Hitler in 1944, She wrote 
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to him, 'From our �rst meeting, I swore to follow you anywhere 
even unto death. I live only for your love.' Over twenty plots to kill 
Hitler did not succeed, making Hitler believe that a supernatural 
force protected him. When the end of the Third Empire neared, 
Braun became merrier. She married Hitler and committed suicide 
together with him. That may have been the romantic ending She 
had in mind and why all the assa ssination attempts on Hitler 
failed.

For Eva, the story may not have ended here. She may have 
taken up another role to become Marilyn Monroe instead. While 
watching a Net�ix documentary about Monroe•s life, I considered 
the idea. Immediately after the thought, the word goddess 
appeared on the screen. Monroe had an a�air with President 
John F. Kennedy. He later dumped Her and was assassinated 
shortly afterwards. A set of peculiar coincidences surround the 
assassinations of President John F. Kennedy and his brother 
Robert. They appear to be part of an intricate plot involving the 
premature deaths of US Presidents, including James A. Gar�eld. 
Furthermore, the Kennedy family su�ered a series of accidents 
and early deaths called the Kennedy Curse. The book The Virtual 
Universe discusses these schemes of coincidences.

The prophecy of the Holocaust

Rumour has it that Nostradamus predicted the rise of Adolf 
Hitler, but that is not true. Far more ominous are the prophetic 
references to a number of six million Jews in danger of being 
exterminated or a coming Holocaust of Jews that appeared in 
Jewish magazines before World War II. It is not as remarkable as 
it might seem. The six million �gure �rst emerged because six 
million Jews lived in the Russian Empire before World War I. The 
Jews in Russia su�ered from a hostile government and pogroms. 
Pogroms were violent riots incited to massacre or expel the Jews.

The six million �gure continued to circulate in Jewish media 
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€ In 1911, Max Nordau, co-founder of the World 
Zionist Organisation, together with Theodore Herzl, 
pronounced at the tenth Zionist Congress in Basel, 
Switzerland, that six million Jews would be annihilated. 

€ Shortly after World War I in 1919, Zionists feared that a 
Holocaust of six million Jews was imminent in Europe. 

€ In 1936, the New York Times reported that Zionists were 
lobbying for a Jewish state in Palestine to save the Jews 
from a European Holocaust. That was three years before 
World War II and �ve years before the extermination 
camps came into existence. 

€ In 1939, The Jewish Criterion predicted that the coming 
world war would annihilate six million Jews in East and 
Central Europe. 

€ In 1940, the Jewish leader Nahum Goldmann predicted 
that if the Nazis achieved victory, six million Jews would 
be doomed to destruction. 

after the Russian Empire had collapsed. It subsequently became 
the number of Jews killed during the Holocaust. [20]  The prophetic 
statements are eerie, like the reference to the end date of World 
War I on the licence plate of Franz Ferdinand's car. The most 
notable ones are listed below:

Hitler led Europe to destruction. •Never again• became the motto 
following the Holocaust. Nazism is an ideology of hate, and 
the Holocaust is the ultimate ou tcome of hatred. But there is 
a lesson overlooked. The issue has reasserted itself in modern 
multicultural societies. There is a limit to the diversity we can 
handle, and there is a lack of unity because of identity politics. 
Tribal con�ict may only end once humanity has one people, one 
empire, and one leader. We need shared values and social cohesion 
to overcome our di�erences. And we need an ideology of love 
rather than hate to make it happen.

Another conclusion is that we merely exist to entertain God. We 
are nothing. God did not seem to care about Jesus, Hitler or the 
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Jews. It is unlikely that God cares much about you or me. That does 
not make God evil. Few people care about virtual reality characters 
in a computer game, and those who do, are crazy. We appear to 
be nearing a global collapse because the planet cannot bear the 
burden of humanity much longer. And so, we may need strong 
leadership to save us. And so, we are advised not to end up on the 
wrong side of history if the end times arrive.
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€ The exponential growth of human impact on the planet 
is about to end. That might be the end of our way of 
living. 

€ As long as nation-states and tribes exist, there will not 
be enduring peace, and weapons of mass destruction can 
end us all. 

€ Eternal life may soon be possible, and humans may soon 
enhance themselves with technology. That could be the 
end of humanity. 

€ The world has become interconnected to the point that 
ideas can unite us all. That might be the end of history. 

€ And �nally, we may discover that we live inside a virtual 
reality created by an advanced humanoid civilisation for 
entertainment. 

THE END IS NEAR
For tonight
God is a DJ

This is my church

- Faithless, God Is a DJ

From time to time, a self-declared prophet proclaimed the end 
of the world, gathered some follo wers, and then they went to a 
mountain and waited for the end to come. If they did not commit 
suicide, they lived to see another day. Others watched out for 
signs. Whenever a river turned red, for instance, when a factory 
spills chemicals, they said, •Look what is written in the Book of 
Revelation. This is the end.• And then the Sun went under and rose 
again. They did not observe the more obvious omens:



Signs may have popped up in places where people did not look. 
Some Christians think there are messages from Satan hidden in 
pop music you can learn by playing tracks in reverse. So, where 
would God put Her secret messages to create the maximum 
possible surprise? Of course, pop music! And to add more to the 
level of surprise, you can hear them by playing them in the usual 
fashion. Who would have thought that? It requires imagination 
to think of something like that. And to make the surprise even 
juicier, God put a message in a song suspected of containing 
satanic communication. As always with discussing signs: you 
have to go along with the idea. And here is the idea: God sent Her 
prospective husband a message via pop music to prepare for the 
end times.

An incident at secondary school relates to this. I had the poorest 
grades in my class for explaining literature. It was about guessing 
the hidden intentions of authors. I considered guessing other 
people's motives and uncovering them in texts a waste of time. 
Authors often marvelled at what literature experts found out 
about their motives from the books they had written. And I was 
not good at this type of speculation. Before the �nal exam, I prayed 
to God that the grade would not be too bad. Then, my result on the 
�nal exam turned out to be the best of everyone, only matched by 
a girl who �aunted her interest in art and literature. The book The 
Virtual Universe discusses this incident in more detail.

From Almelo via Enschede to Eurovision

Ilse DeLange•s fourth studio album, The Great Escape, could 
hold an order from God for Her husband to prepare himself for 
his task. Remarkable coincidences surround DeLange, and the 
album contains some noteworthy lyrics. DeLange was born on 
13 May 1977 in Almelo, a town in the region of Twente in 
the Netherlands. Almelo was also the home town of Herman 
Finkers, a comedian who wrote Kroamschudd•n in Mariaparochie, 
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a short animation picture on the possibility of Christ coming from 
Twente.

On 13 May 2000, the 23rd birthday of Ilse Delange, a �reworks 
plant in Enschede, also in Twente, exploded, killing 23 people. 
And it was exactly 11 years after I moved to Enschede to live on 
the campus of the university where I came to know the Lady. The 
recurring of 23 is a bit odd too. On the day of the accident, the 
Eurovision Song Contest was held. When the seriousness of the 
situation became clear in the course of the evening, the Dutch 
broadcast of the Eurovision Song Contest was discontinued.

The night before the �reworks accident, my wife dreamt about 
a large �re. On the day itself, she visited a friend who had a 
baby. Some other friends of hers were also present. One of them 
came from Enschede. Just after my wife had told her friend from 
Enschede about the dream, this friend received a text message 
asking her whether she was all right. It was only then that they 
learned about the accident.

In 2014, Ilse Delange herself took part in the Eurovision Song 
Contest together with Waylon as The Common Linnets. They 
came in second after Conchita Wurst, a transgender Jesus look-
alike. That is remarkable because of the possible sex change 
Christians applied to God and the hatred against LGBT people that 
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exists amongst the most conservative adherents of the Religion of 
Love.

The Great Escape was also the name of the fourth album made by 
the English rock band Blur. It was released on 11 September 1994, 
a remarkable date considering the coincidences surrounding the 
11 September 2001 terrorist attacks. The total length of this 
album is 56 minutes and 56 seconds. Compressing these numbers 
results in 11:11 as 5 + 6 = 11. And, 56 + 56 = 112, while 112 is the 
European emergency telephone number. The lead song, The Great 
Escape, lasts 4:01 minutes while I moved to Enschede to live in 
room 112 of dormitory 401.

The Great Escape

Viewing the lyrics as a medium used by God to ask Her prospective 
husband to prepare for his task brings up some remarkable 
�nds. That was not the intention of DeLange. Unwittingly, she 
became a medium for this communication. Mediums make misses 
alongside accurate guesses. The supposed messages thus blended 
into the lyrics, while other parts of the songs are not part of the 
message. The book The Virtual Universe explains how mediums 
can make uncannily accurate guesses together with many misses.

In the �rst song, Reach For the Light, She says that She remembers 
and that he does not. Supposedly, the reincarnation of Adam does 
not remember being Adam:

I know my name but who•s the same
When everything you knew is lost

I•m �lled with hope that echoes loud
Inside a forgotten mind.

… Ilse DeLange, Reach For The Light

In the second song, The Lonely One, She appears to tell him that 
She used Her powers to make his life disagreeable. Only God can 
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order the sun not to shine with e�ect:

I told the sun, not to shine and stay away
I told the lake, to go dry and wash away

ƒ
Asked the sky, to fall down on you
Asked the night, to be solid proof.

… Ilse DeLange, The Lonely One

What She is saying about Herself could make Louis XIV blush:

I am the only princess, I•m indestructible
I am winged victory, I am so breakable

I am the distant planet, I am the golden sun.

… Ilse DeLange, The Lonely One

The song The Great Escape gives the album its name, and it 
appears the centre piece in the scheme. It is autumn and some 
force pulls him into the shadow world:

The leaves will fall again
The wind comes crawling in

The rain with all its sin
Captures me again

ƒ
Questions to embrace

Feelings that you•ll face
In this holy land

A desert made of quicksand
Streets that lead you there

Places of your fear
Some force pulls you in

The shadow world.

… Ilse DeLange, The Great Escape

The shadow world is a holy land in disguise. Then She reveals 
where She comes from:
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By the time I made the great escape
I was falling, falling falling from heaven.

… Ilse DeLange, The Great Escape

Other parts of the song do not support the message, and some 
lines even contradict it:

I got down on my knees and prayed
I was calling, calling, calling to heaven

… Ilse DeLange, The Great Escape

DeLange was not aware of the message the song conveyed. She 
is not God after all, and these lines re�ect that. In the next 
song Carry Hope, God seems to instruct Her husband to prepare 
himself. Her words are stunningly clear:

The power is in your hands
The dust will fall to sand

Got to make this land your own
ƒ

And faith calls out your name.

… Ilse DeLange, Carry Hope

And, even Louis XIV in all his vanity would not have said:

When I let go of hope
There•s no one left to follow

There•s nothing but the power to believe in me

… Ilse DeLange, Carry Hope

The song Was It Love suggests that She did it for love:

Is it possible to see with every moment over
What the reason was for me

Was it love, was it love

… Ilse DeLange, Was It Love
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It also suggests that She does not care for religious people:

And they•re locked inside belief
But they•re not inside of me

… Ilse DeLange, Was It Love

The remainder of the album does not play a role in the 
communication.

Slippery slope

Other lyrics might contain messages from God, but these 
supposed communications could more easily appear accidentally. 
The cluster in The Great Escape is unlikely the result of chance, 
so it may be possible to establish that these messages exist. From 
that viewpoint, the existence of two or more lyrics with possible 
messages in another album could also be signi�cant. And so, it 
might be justi�able to go down this path, at least to some extent, 
as it is easy to slide away on the slippery slope towards the far-
fetched. The following lines come from Queen•s song Gimme The 
Prize:

Here I am, I•m the master of your destiny,
I am the one the only one, I am the god of kingdom come

… Queen, Gimme The Prize

The God of kingdom come could be a Queen, it suggests. The song 
Joga from Björk is about accidents, coincidences and connecting 
the dots. Only God can make these accidents happen and make 
someone see the connection:

All these accidents
That happen
Follow the dot
Coincidence
Makes sense
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Only with you

State of emergency
How beautiful to be
State of emergency

Is where I want to be

… Björk, Joga

Stairway To Heaven of Led Zeppelin allegedly contains satanic 
messages you can hear by playing the song in reverse. The artists 
claim it is a coincidence. [21]  Ironically, playing the song in a regular 
fashion might reveal a message from God:

And as we wind on down the road
Our shadows taller than our soul.

There walks a lady we all know
Who shines white light and wants to show

How everything still turns to gold

… Led Zeppelin, Stairway To Heaven

The lady we all know could be God as the song is named Stairway 
To Heaven. The album, Led Zeppelin IV, which includes this song, 
also features Going To California. It comes with the following 
lines:

To �nd a queen without a king,
They say she plays guitar and cries and singsƒ la la la

Ride a white mare in the footsteps of dawn
Trying to �nd a woman who•s never, never, never been born

… Led Zeppelin, Going To California

The woman who was never been born could be Eve and She could 
be Queen in God•s kingdom. The Infant King is a song from the 
album Adieu Sweet Bahnhof of The Nits. It could refer to a king 
who is on his way to meet his bride. The song suggests that he is 
an infant compared to his bride:
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Wheels on steel go rumbling through the night
•Away, away,• they seem to say.

I tip-toe tip-toe through the sleeping train,
an infant king who meets his bride.

… The Nits, The Infant King

The song further suggests that the event is to occur in a time of 
chaos or war:

Someone said the other day
•The border•s closed, there•s no way in or out

Pack your bags, make up your mind
You can leave your memories behind.•

… The Nits, The Infant King

And it might be the end times:

Someone said the other day,
•The world is cracking up, it•s plain to see.•

Overheard two people say,
•Some gold works wonders when you want to go.•

… The Nits, The Infant King

Woman Cactus is on the same album. It may describe a psychotic 
love a�air of an indecent nature:

This is not comme il faut
It•s no respectable a�air

I know I lost my head
I•m burning bridges everywhere

My heart, my head, my brains
My senses don•t make sense at all

The bar sign prints your name
Over and over on the wall

And I can•t take it anymore
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Chime little bells, big bells
I try to touch a woman cactus

Chime little bells, big bells
I try to touch a woman cactus

… The Nits, Woman Cactus

The needles and pins might refer to pain or voodoo:

I know it hurts to touch a woman
With those needles and pins

I know it hurts to touch a woman
With those needles and pins

… The Nits, Woman Cactus

And then there is the painting the Lady made on a wall in the 
dormitory. It featured straight lines, squares and rectangles:

Nothing like cubism
To bring about a woman•s shape

… The Nits, Woman Cactus

There may be more to say, but it is a slippery slope, so at some 
point, the explanations become far-fetched and, if you go further, 
perhaps even delusional.
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MY GUIDE 
PLAUSIBILITY

Plausibility is a di�cult concept. If it were easy, people would 
agree more often. The plausible may appear unreal in a world 
full of implausible beliefs. You can easily speculate too wildly. 
Alternatively, you can fail to see the greater picture if you only 
accept what can be proven. I have tried to avoid both pitfalls while 
keeping plausibility in mind.

•Once you rule out the impossible, whatever remains, however 
improbable, must be true,• said Sherlock Holmes. It presupposes 
that you can arrive at the truth with certainty. That may not be 
possible. The plausible, at least, does not contradict the evidence. 
Plausibility was my guide when doing this investigation into the 
identity of God.

This booklet ends with a closing question. How does the owner 
experience the simulation? If there is a script, God does not 
actively direct events. Perhaps, God is in a dream state where 
She is not in control of Her role and follows the script that She 
selected or wrote when She was awake. That can raise yet another 
question. Does God know that She is God when She is in this 
world? And you can go even further because we can imagine gods. 
You can be God in reality without being God in the story. So, whose 
imagination is this world after all?



NOTES

[1] Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind. Yuval Noah Harari (2014). Harvil 
Secker.

[2] The Triumph of Christianity: How a Forbidden Religion Swept the World. 
Bart Ehrman. Simon & Schuster� (2018).

[3] How Jesus Became God The Exaltation of a Jewish Preacher From Galilee. Bart 
Ehrman. HarperCollins Publishers (2015).

[4] The Bible•s Prehistory, Purpose, and Political Future. Jacob L. Wright (2014). 
Coursera.

[5]  •El the God of Israel-Israel the People of YHWH: On the Origins of Ancient 
Israelite YahwismŽ. In Becking, Bob; Dijkstra, Meindert; Korpel, Marjo C.A.; et 
al. Only One God?: Monotheism in Anci ent Israel and the Veneration of the 
Goddess Asherah. Meindert Dijkstra (2001).

[6] The Bible's Prehistory, Purpose, and Political Future. Wright, Jacob L. (2014). 
Coursera.

[7] Jesus Christ: The Jesus of History, the Christ of Faith. J.R. Porter (1999). 
Duncan Baird Publishers.

[8] Gospel of Philip: There were three who always walked with the Lord: Mary, 
his mother, and her sister, and Magdal ene, who was called his companion. 
His sister, his mother and his companion were each a Mary.

[9] Gospel of Philip: And the companion of the saviour was Mary Magdalene. 
Christ loved Mary more than all the disciples and used to kiss her often.

[10] Gospel of Mary: Peter said to Mary, "Sister we know that the Saviour loved 
you more than the rest of woman.

[11] Asherah … Wikipedia: Some scholars have found an early link between 
Asherah and Eve, based upon the coincidence of their common title as •the 
mother of all livingŽ in Genesis 3:20 through the identi�cation with the 
Hurrian mother goddess Hebat. Asherah was also given the title Chawat 
from which the name Hawwah in Aramaic and the biblical name Eve are 
derived.

[12] Church of Our Lady Mary of Zion, Wikipedia.
[13] Wright, Jacob L. (2014). The Bible's Prehistory, Purpose, and Political 

Future. Coursera.
[14] The Lost Bible: Forgotten Scriptures Revealed. J.R. Porter (2001).
[15] Forgery and Counter forgery: The Use of Literary Deceit in Early 

Christian Polemics. Bart D. Ehrman (2013).
[16] The Oxford Bible Commentary. John Barton; John Muddiman, 

eds. (2001). New York: Oxford University Press. p. 1130. ISBN 
978-0-19-875500-5.

[17] https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Gar�eldlifeinsurancepolicyback.jpg

[18] WWII Adolf Hitler pro�le suggests •messiah complex•. BBC (2012).
[19] Nazi loyalist and Adolf Hitler's devoted aide: the true story of Eva Braun. 

The Guardian (2010).
[20] The Six Million Jews. Theplanforthefuture.org.
[21] The 10 Wildest Led Zeppelin Legends, Fact-Checked. Rolling Stone 

(2012).

 113 | NOTES



Proof


